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Foreword 


gEee book contains the story of an 
event which caused severe loss, anxiety 
and danger to a very large portion of 
our Wyoming Valley citizens. Within its 
pages will also be found a tale of 
community service and heroism. It can 
truly be said that the people of this 
valley rose to the emergency in a 
generous and dauntless manner. 


It is the publisher’s earnest hope that 
this book may be a constant reminder of 
the need for the spirit of helpfulness in 
our community; that it may point out 
the strength that lies in the unity of 
forces for service; and that it may help 
to make possible flood control measures 

which will prevent a repetition of 

the tragedy that befell 
Wyoming Valley in the 
Spring of 1936 
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HIS book is dedicated to the se 
spirit of helpfulness as ANY: ey 
exemplified by the Red Cross 
and co-operating agencies, to 
the unselfish and _ oftentimes 
heroic unknown citizens and 
to those who will continue 
generous and unstinted work : 
to the end that a satisfactory Z .s Gee 
measure of flood control yy ne 
will become an 
established 
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THE RED CROSS IN ACTION 


By CARL A. LEIGHTON, Chairman Disaster Committee 


THE AMERICAN RED CRosS, nationally and locally, in the flood situation of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania met every requirement of its Congressional Charter Provisions: 


the “Greatest Mother on Earth.” 


HE most devastating floods 
in the history of pic- 
turesque Wyoming Valley 
in Northeastern Pennsylvania 
occurred in March, 1936, when 
the North branch of the Susque- 
hanna River ran rampant over 
an area of approximately 45 
square miles and covered sec- 
tions of Wilkes-Barre, Kingston, 
Forty Fort, Plymouth, Nanti- 
coke, West Nanticoke, West 
Pittston, Wyoming, Exeter and 
other towns of the Valley, im- 
perilling the lives of thousands 
of residents, causing great 
‘i , property damage and taxing the 
HENRY WEIGAND resources of Red Cross, National 
SUEIL ANG Guard, United States Coast 
Guard, Police and Firemen of all municipalities, State Police, 
and a score of allied relief organizations and volunteers. At 
the same time many of the largely populated sections of the 
East were also being: flooded. 


Red Cross Prepared 
For some time previously the Disaster Committee of the 
Red Cross had given study to the possibilities of a flood and 
= its associated problems. The advantage of organized prepara- 
tion for such an emergency was proven, when at the end of 
5 days of panic, hysteria and terror the Red Cross workers in 
the affected area reported over 15,000 persons had been 
4j rescued—many of them from second story windows and roofs 
of flooded or toppling homes—without the loss of a single 
life. 
4 As soon as it became apparent that a flood stage in the 
Susquehanna River in Wyoming Valley was certain, the 
Disaster Committee convened. Henry Weigand, Chairman of 
the Wyoming Valley Chapter, placed the resources of the 
Red Cross, nationally and locally, at the disposal of the 
Disaster Committee, composed of: 


local Chapter. 


immediately after the flood waters had subsided. Left to right: 


“To continue and carry on a system of National and International relief 
in time of peace and apply same in mitigating the suffering caused by 
pestilence, famine, fire, flood and other national calamity.” 


The people of Wyoming Valley, intensely grateful and appreciative, will long remember 
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CARL A. LEIGHTON, Chairman 
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FRANCIS J. MURRAY 
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CARL LEIGHTON 


Disaster Chairman 


Sub-Committees 


Survey and Intelligence—RoBERT L. CASPER, Chairman; JOHN 
M. Hewitt, Assistant. 


Rescue—Col. STEPHEN ELLIOTT, Chairman; WiLpurR M. 
FRANTZ, Assistant. 


Clothing—Mrs. A. C. WILLIAMS, Chairman. 
Shelter—Major BENJAMIN F, EvANS, Chairman. 


Medical Aid—Dr. C. L. SHAFER, Chairman; Dr. H. G. GUYLER, 
Assistant; FRANCIS A. CLIFFORD, Assistant. 


Registration and Information—A. A. BLOOMBURG, Chairman. 


Transportation and Communication—REEDER MILLER, Chair- 
man; Luoyp E. Meyer, Assistant. 


Finance—EDWARD H. KENT, JOHN H. UHL, F. E. PARKHURST, 
Jr., Co-Chairmen. 


Purchasing—CHARLES F. TERRY, Chairman; SAMUEL B. 
HIRSHOWITZ, Assistant; CHARLES WEISSMAN, Assistant. 


RED CROSS DISASTER COMMITTEE 
Members of the Disaster Committee meeting with Rear Admiral Cary T. Grayson, Chairman, American National Red Cross, 
John B. Gallagher, Vice Chairman; Clyde B. Davis, Chairman of 
Food Division; Colonel Stephen Elliott, Vice Chairman in charge of rescue work; Wilbur Frantz, Food Division; Carl A. Leighton, 
Chairman of Disaster Committee; M. H. Callender, Vice Chairman; Rear Admiral Cary T. Grayson; Henry Weigand, Chairman of 
the Wyoming Valley Chapter; Percy A. Brown, Food Division; J. A. Bolender, Assistant to Chairman; A. A. Bloomburg, Chairman 
of Registration; Major Benjamin F. Evans, Vice Chairman in charge of shelter; J. A. Gibson, National Representative of Red 
Cross; Robert Bondy, Director of the National Disaster work of the Red Cross; Miss Margaret Elliott, Executive Secretary of the 


Red Cross Registration Committee at work 


Rehef Mobilization 
The Red Cross headquarters were then located in the 
Wilkes-Barre Deposit and Savings Bank Building. Field 
headquarters and first aid stations were established at 
numerous places adjacent to the flooded areas. 


Police and firemen of Wilkes-Barre, Kingston, and other 


municipalities, State Police and Highway Patrolmen went 
into action as soon as the danger appeared and Colonel 
Stephen Elliott, as head of the Rescue Division, immediately 
arranged for the mobilization of the 109th Field Artillery of 
the National Guard. He augmented his forces with volunteers 
and members of the American Legion and war veterans and 
finally with the United States Coast Guard. 


Major Benjamin F. Evans, assisted by his force of 
workers, organized the use of public buildings for shelter. 
Clyde Davis and Wilbur M. Frantz, heading the Food 
Division, arranged for feeding of refugees and the marooned. 
Dr. Charles L. Shafer as Chairman with Dr. H. Gordon 
Guyler and Francis A. Clifford assisting put into operation a 
plan for first aid and medical attention by the hospitals, 
physicians and nurses. Mrs. A. C. Willams, Jr., and her 
aides opened clothing exchanges at various points. Registra- 
tion offices were set up for recording location of refugees 
and persons taken from homes by a committee headed by 
A. A. Bloomburg. 


Communication and transportation problems were 
handled by Reeder Miller and Lloyd E. Meyer and the problem 
of purchasing needed supplies and equipment was placed in 
the hands of Charles F. Terry with the assistance of Samuel 
B. Hirshowitz and Charles Weissman. An inte!ligence and 
survey division under Robert L. Casper made field surveys 
from time to time, checking conditions of the flooded area 
and keeping those directing the relief work informed as to 
requirements and progress of the field work. The regular 


force of the local Red Cross under Miss Margaret R. Elliott 
with their Red Cross training helped greatly in building up 
and carrying on the emergency operations. The National Red 
Red. Cross rushed its representatives from Washington to 
assist. At Nanticoke, Mayor Evan C. Williams; at Plymouth, 
Kenneth Guest; and at Pittston, Thomas W. Lewis headed 
other Red Cross Disaster relief groups. 


Red Cross Nurses find many duties to perform 
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The members of the American Legion with a Disaster 
Preparedness Plan of their own started work under the 
direction of District Commander Charles S. Cook and Chair- 
man Charles Kaeufer and served in all lines of required 
Many Legion bkuilaings were used for sheltering 
.cfugees. Co-ordinating of their plan with the Red Cross 
acuivity was a fine display of co-operation in community 


activity. 


service. 


Boats Are Need of the Hour 

Boats requisitioned from nearby lake resorts and other 
cities and towns were supplied to the rescue groups. When 
the first flood crest of 28.85 feet above low water mark was 
reached at two P. M. March 13th, these boats were rendered 
useless because of the swift currents. An appeal for assist- 
ance American Red Cross at 
Washington to the United States Treasury Department for 
United States Coast Guard men and their boats. 

Many obstacles were faced in bringing these Coast Guard 
boats here from ocean points because of weather conditions 
in the mountains and flooding of the main railroad lines. As 
a result they arrived when the water was receding and only 
one was launched. The crews, having arrived earlier, manned 
other boats and removed several hundred peop!e from their 
homes. 

The sheltering and care of hundreds of refugees 
engrossed the Red Cross and its augmented forces at this 
time, while the police and military authorities were engaged 
in guarding deserted homes and preventing the loss of life 


was made through the 


Bi aes : 


Mess tents are set up by the soldiers 


through asphyxiation on account of breken gas mains and 
mine gas seepage. Sunday, March 15th, however, residents 
were permitted to re-enter evacuated homes after sanitary 
precautions had been complied with. 


Worst Yet To Come 


On Tuesday, March 17th, reports began to come in 
relative to further flood danger, but nothing su‘iciently 
definite to warrant full mobilization of the Disaster Relief 
Workers. It was early Wednesday morning, March 18th, 
when reports reached the Red Cross that the upper reaches 
and tributaries of the Susquehanna would probably again be 
at flood stage. The Red Cross and its allied organizations 
immediate'y resumed prompt and active preparations to meet 
it. A second call was made to the Red Cross at Washington 
for Coast Guardsmen and boats. 

Residents at this time were urged to leave their homes, 
but reports minimizing the danger caused them largely to 
ignore the warnings with the result that a panic developed 
when the river reached a height of 30 feet. Many row and 
motor boats in active service were being upset by the swift 
current. The crews were compelled to seek refuge in trees 
and other high places. People were shouting for help, dis- 
charging firearms to attract attention and beseeching rescuers 
to come to their aid, 


UuUuUuudeedeoee 
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Coast Guards Arrive In Time 


Fortunately the Coast Guardsmen and boats arrived at 
this time and were speedily put into service in the Westmoor 
section of Kingston at the request of Burgess Cameron and 
in the southern section of Wilkes-Barre at the request of 
Mayor Loveland. Sergeants Oscar R. Sears, Emil C. Hurst, 
Geo. W. Creasing, and others of the National Guard and 
John B. Gallagher, M. H. Callender, Andrew Leach and others 
of the Red Cross workers acted as pilots and guards on the 
boats. Hundreds of feet of rope were used as life lines by 
being stretched from light poles at bad points and these 
enabled the boatmen to operate in swift currents. 

Through radio broadcasting and other local news sources 
a barrage of encouragement did much to maintain the morale 
of the people in the stricken area and to inspire rescuers. 


Train Carries Refugees To Safety 

At the height of the frantic demands for relief an appeal 
to the Delaware and Hudson Railroad Company resulted in 
the dispatch of a special train loaded with food, blankets, 
medical supplies, doctors and nurses. The train travelled over 
the Wilkes-Barre Connecting Railroad link to points in the 
Riverside and Firwood sections where Coast Guard boats 
could reach an elevated section. Hundreds of refugees includ- 
ing many children were removed from the danger zones by 
the train crew in charge of T. S. Kelly and N. S. Burns and 
then taken to refugee centers and private homes. 


Thrilling Rescues 
More than 150 litter cases were removed to hospitals or 
otherwise cared for with no serious aftermath. In West Nan- 


State troopers, soldiers, civilians, working out of 
South Main Street Armory, where refugees receive 
medical aid 


ticoke, Private Stanley Price of Battery “A” of the 109th 
Field Artillery, tegether with Edward Hughes, a Red Cross 
volunteer, at the risk of their lives jumped into the water 
and saved the lives of Dr. J. G. Silewski and a woman refugee 
who was ill and being taken to the hospital when their boat 
upset in 12 feet of water with a swift current prevailing. 

Additional Coast Guard boats called for were launched 
at Lee Park, Hanover Township, for use in Lyndwood, 
Breslau and Firwood. A Coast Guard boat from West Nan- 
ticoke was dispatched to Hunlock Gardens about five miles 
below Nanticoke to remove several families in danger there. 
The situation in Lyndwood and Breslau became acute when 
the refugees in the school buildings in both places were being 
surrounded with rising water. The current was so swift and 
treacherous that a special rescue group assisting the Coast 
Guards effected evacuation of these marooned people only 
after a display cf great daring. 

City Condition Becomes Critical 

By Thursday night, March 19th, the condition in South 
Wilkes-Barre became serious. Many small boats were over- 
turned. All available trucks were transporting the inhabitants 
to refugee centers and private homes. Coast Guard boats were 


launched at Ross Street, on South Franklin Street and on 
Academy Street to remove the people from Carey Avenue, 


South River, West River, and Riverside Drive. At Charles 
Street and the neighborhood along the north side of Old River 
Road the water was swift and dangerous. Friday morning, 
March 20th, six additional Coast Guard boats arrived and 
were immediately used for service in South Wilkes-Barre, 
operating until 2 P. M. Saturday morning at which time all 
the marooned were removed. 


Typical rescue scene, with police assisting 


Many Acts Of Bravery 
At Market Street bricge heroic work was being carried 
on. Evan Williams of Kingston with his own motor boat 
removed people from Westmoor and rescued a large number 
of people. Many were taken from their homes on stretchers 
which he lashed to the deck of his boat. 


R. G. Davis, Peter Eckert and Billy Davis of the Forty 
Fort Dairy, after delivering milk on their routes in the flood, 
used their outboard motor boat to rescue families calling for 
help. George Ohm, a volunteer and an expert boatman, is 
believed to have taken out at least two hundred people in 
his row boat. Trucks were being used to transport and supply 
refugees. The Kingston Police and Firemen and the American 
Legion members, under the direction of Robert Miller of the 
Kingston Post, tecok charge of all boats in Kingston. These 
men worked until all rescue work was completed, did patrol 
duty at night after residents had been moved, and provided 
food and supplies to those who remained in their homes. In 
South Wilkes-Barre, much rescue work was accomplished by 
the City Police and Firemen. In Hanover Township the Police 
with many volunteers manned the boats. 


The Coast Guard was responsible for saving the lives of 
many peop'e. It was the first time they had rendered rescue 
service in flocded area in the interior and had they not 
arrived, it is feared that a very bad panic would have taken 
place in the sections where people were unakle to leave their 
homes. The work of Boatswain Joseph Mazzotta and the 
Coast Guardsmen was especially commendable. 


The activity of the 109th Field Artillery under Colonel 
Stephen Elhott with Lieutenant Colonel T. H. Atherton, 
Captain A. S. Ginsburg and Captain W. Policoff assisting, 
was notable from the time of its early mobilization until 
rehabilitation had begun under other groups. 


See, 


Coast Guard boats equal to the emergency 
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“Please send a boat to my home .. . 
Photo by Ace Hoffman 


President and Governor Act 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt appealed to the Nation 
by executive proclamation for contributions to the Red Cross 
for the flood sufferers in the East and placed the Army, Navy, 
Coast Guard, C. C. C., the Works Progress Administration 
and the Public Health service in action for relief of the 
distressed. 

Hearty co-operation was extended by Governor George 
H. Earle of Pennsylvania who ordered “all red tape slashed,” 
in extending State aid. Mayor Charles N. Loveland of 
Wilkes-Barre and Burgess Eugene Cameron of Kingston 
issued proclamations designating the Red Cross as the 
agency to whom appeals for relief were to be made. Mayor 
Wilson of Philadelphia and Mayor Stanley Davis of Scranton 
offered municipal assistance and public contributions for re- 
lief work. Offers of shelter were received from individuals, 
societies, churches and others. The Chamber of Commerce, 
Merchants Association, affiliated agencies of the Community 
Welfare Federation, twenty-three in number and involving 
the Valley’s various charitable organizations—United Chari- 
ties, Catholic Charities, Boy Scouts, Sea Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
fraternal and jbusiness organizations—played a prominent 
part in the flood disaster situation. 


Contributions of food were received from individuals, 
firms and organizations as far distant as Philadelphia and 


Feeding the succored was another big job of the 
Red Cross 


Eight 


Girls worked night and day at the telephones 


New York City. In the employment of the State Militiamen 
and their equipment the State expended over $20,000. The 
Disaster Committee itself spent over $35,000 of Red Cross 
funds during the period of the emergency alone. W. P. A. 
workers in thousands were employed for some time cleaning 
up the affected territory. The C. C. C. boys came in and 
helped and Health authorities, Federal, State and Municipal, 
took every step to prevent disease and epidemic. 


Biggest Red Cross Peace-Time Drive 

Appeals for the distressed and needy were made through 
an organized drive by the Red Cross. In the local area a 
committee headed by John H, Uhl and F. E. Parkhurst, Jr. 
raised approximately $71,000. Over eight millions were con- 
tributed nationally for relief of all the flood sufferers in the 
Eastern section of the U. S. A. It was the biggest peace 
time activity in the history of the American Red Cross. Re- 
habilitation was started promptly and in the Wyoming Valley 
district alone over $200,000 was disbursed to the needy. 


The heads of various divisions, their assistants and the 
many volunteers, all too numerous to mention, worked inde- 
fatigably over long days and sleepless nights and as time 
rolled along, their gaunt, drawn faces told of the terrible 
strain, but it was all worthwhile. 
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THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
WYOMING VALLE’ CHAPTER 
56 West UNION STREET 
WILKES-BARRE. PA. 


I am glad that this opportunity has been given 
me to express the gratitude of the American Red Cross 
for the noble service rendered by various organizations 
and countless individuals during the most serious 
crisis in the history of our Chapter. Their selfless 
devotion to their stricken fellowmen and their loyalty 
to the Red Cross will serve as ae glowing example as 
long as memory and records last. 

We hope and pray that no such calamity will 
ever again befall our community, but, like the silver 


lining that is behind every cloud, out of disaster has 


sprung an enduring fellowship, a bond of faith that 


cannot be broken between the people of our valley 


and the American Red Crosse 


Ht alae 
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CONDITIONS LEADING TO THE FLOODS 


By E. A. HOFFMAN 


HE history of Wyoming Valley in relation to floods is 
similar to that of many communities throughout the 
United States. The rich alluvial plains in the river 
valleys naturally attracted the early settlers whose principal 
occupation was agriculture; also, due to lack of roads, the 
rivers afforded the most feasible means of transportation. 


At first the rich bottom lands were used only for agri- 
cultural purposes. The dwellings and towns were erected in 
the higher adjoining land. There were floods, almost as 
frequent and severe as at present, but, as they occurred 
usually in the Spring before the lowlands were planted, little 
damage resulted. 


But with the growth of cities and the exhaustion of 
high ground for residential purposes, these lower lands were 
used more and more for dwellings and business places. The 
comparative infrequency of high floods was an encouraging 
factor in this development. In fact, many home builders were 
not aware that their land was subject to inundation, even 
from the highest floods. 


So we have here in the Wyoming Valley, as throughout 
the United States, a considerable portion of our population, 
with homes and industries and public buildings, subject to 
enormous loss in the event of unusual floods. The situation 
has passed the stage where it is a private loss, it has, by 
reason of its extent, become a public responsibility. 


No Forests To Retard Drainage 

The discharge of the Susquehanna River at Wilkes-Barre 
is estimated at 250,000 cubic feet per second at gauge height 
33 feet, and 140,000 cubic feet per second at gauge height 
25 feet. 

There has been a wide-spread belief that a flood equal 
to that of 1865 would never occur again, owing to “changed 
conditions on the drainage area.” The opposite is the truth. 


In 1865 a large portion of the drainage area above 
Wilkes-Barre was covered with timber, which with its twelve 
to eighteen inches of porous top soil, the so-called ‘forest 
floor,” acted as an enormous retarding reservoir over the ten 
thousand square miles of drainage area. This timber has 
now been largely removed, the cleared land used for agricul- 
tural purposes, the forest floor plowed under or otherwise 
destroyed, so that today we do not have these valuable 
retarding agencies. 

Erosion of the surface soil and the formation of ditches 
and gullies accelerate the run-off and increase the intensity 
of floods. These results are very marked in the vicinity of 
Binghamton and other towns on the upper watershed follow- 
ing the storm and flood of last Summer. 

It should also be borne in mind that none of the “great” 
storms that have swept across the country during the past 80 


Sherman A. Dilley photographs Mallery Place on 
January 19, 1936 


Nine 


Mallery Place photographed by Sherman A. Dilley 
March 19, 1936 


years have centered on the basin of the North Branch of the 
Susquehanna River. 

The great flood of 1865 was caused by moderate, pro- 
longed rains over the greater portion of the drainage area 
when the soil was saturated with moisture and covered with 
snow. 

The flood of 1902 resulted from moderate rains following 
several days of mild temperature on a drainage area covered 
with snow. The combined snow and rainfall causing this 
flood amounted to about 5.4 inches of precipitation. 

In the light of our recent experience it is interesting to 
read Major Pettis’ comments (Survey of North Branch of 
Susquehanna River—1925) following his study of floods in 
Wyoming Valley. 


Flood of 37.5 Ft. Held Probable 


Referring to this flood he writes: “The flood of 1902 is 
to some extent the criterion for a picture of the havoc and 
misery that would be caused by a maximum flood resulting 
from a possible combination of the influencing factors. The 
highest waters can be expected from moderate rains or the 
melting snow, which fills the waterways and storage area, 
and that condition followed by a heavy precipitation of one, 
two or three days’ duration. This is what occurred during 
this period and as shown further on in this report, it is 
probable that at some time in the future, the combination of 
concomitant factors will cause a flood considerably greater 
than that of March 2, 1902.” 

Major Pettis, further on in his report, estimates that a 
flood 30 per cent greater than that of 1865 is not only possible 
but probable. A flood of such magnitude would have a gauge 
height of about 37.5 feet and is the basis for the flood pro- 
tective work recommended in this report. 


A Flood In the Making 

The Winter of 1935-1936 was of unusual severity. Ex- 
ceptionally low temperatures prevailed throughout December, 
January and February with practically no thawing. Heavy 
snows fell during the Winter and remained unmelted on the 
drainage basin. The Susquehanna from Pittston to its head- 
waters was covered with heavy ice from 12 to 24 inches in 
thickness. 

On February 18th the Binghamton Weather Bureau re- 
ported: 

“Since there was litt!e or no thawing, the additional three 
quarters of one inch of precipitation received during the past 
week brings the potential water run-off to nearly five inches, 
thus further increasing the threat of the possible flood situa- 
tion in the event of development of meteorological factors 
favorable to a severe breakup as Spring conditions approach. 
The next two to four weeks will probably bring the crisis.” 


The Flood Control Committee of the Wyoming Valley 
Chamber of Commerce, foreseeing the probability of a de- 
structive flood, on February 28th called a meeting of its 
members and also the engineers and other officials of the 
various municipalities, the Red Cross and the Boy Scouts, 
to consider the situation. After a full discussion of existing 
conditions the committee issued the following statement to 
the newspapers: 

“Tt was the opinion of the engineers present that condi- 
tions on the upper drainage area of the Susquehanna consti- 
tute a distinct menace to the Wyoming Valley, and that 
continued thawing weather, followed by even moderate rains, 


— 


will cause a destructive flood in the Wyoming Valley. But if 
the weather continues favorable for the next three or four 
weeks, that is, alternate freezing and thawing weather, with- 
out rain, the snow will pass off without much damage, 
although a flood of considerable magnitude can be expected.” 

This warning received comparatively slight attention, 
being apparently regarded as “just another flood scare.” 

The heavy ice in the river was a source of especial 
anxiety to the committee and some municipal engineers who 
were familiar with ice jams or gorges and their disastrous 
effects. At the instance of Robert Williams, County Engi- 
neer, correspondence was established with the War Depart- 
ment with the idea of using bombing planes to break any ice 
gorges that might form in the Valley. Due to several causes, 
among them the reluctance of certain municipal officials to 
relieve the United States from any liability for damage re- 
sulting from such bombing, nothing came of this matter for 
several days. In the meantime a thaw set in and during the 
first ten days of March the snow in the Valleys melted and 
considerable water found its way into the streams. The river 
at Wilkes-Barre rose several feet and the ice between Wilkes- 
Barre and Towanda moved out without any trouble. 

A feeling of optimism and security prevailed throughout 
the Valley. It was not generally realized that only about a 
third of the snow had melted and only a portion of that had 
reached the streams, the remainder had saturated the soil. 


Cold Checks First Flood 

From March 9 to March 13 there were moderate rains 
on the drainage area totaling approximately one inch, but 
enough to melt the wet snow remaining on the drainage area 
and bring it down with a rush into the main streams. 

The river at Wilkes-Barre which had been at about ten- 
foot gauge began to rise in the early morning of March 11 
and by midnight had passed the 17 foot stage. This rise 


Under conditions like this a sudden thaw means 
swollen streams 


Ten 


continued through March 12th and at midnight on that date 
had passed the 27 foot mark. The crest, 28.85, was reached 
at 3 P. M. on the 18th after a slow rise throughout the 
earlier hours of the day, and was lower than it would have 
been if the sudden drop in temperature on the night of March 
12th, changing the rain to snow and thereby checking the 
run-off, had not occurred. 

The river began to fall quite rapidly and by noon of 
March 16th had reached a gauge height of 17 feet. 


Stage Still Set For Big Flood 
The following is a summary of the conditions in the basin 
of the North Branch at the beginning of the second flood— 
March 16th: 


The whole area of the basin was saturated from the 
thaws and rains of the previous week; considerable snow still 
remained in the hill sections and woodlands of the northern 
watershed and drifts were visible over the entire basin. The 
main streams and tributaries were almost at bank-full stage 
from the melting of the snowfall of March 12th. 


From March 16th to March 22nd practically four inches 
of rain fell on the drainage area. From the 16th to the 19th 
the precipitation averaged about one inch per day in addi- 
tion to the melted snow, of which we have no reliable record, 
but which probably added another inch to the total. As the 
soil was saturated, practically all this water passed into the 
streams. 


The river at Wilkes-Barre rose from 17 feet at noon of 
March 16th to 18.68 at midnight. By midnight of the 17th 
the gauge read 25.77 and by midnight of the 18th it had 
reached 32.75. This crest was sustained with practically no 
variation for a period of fifteen hours when a slow additional 
rise began, culminating in a final crest about 2 a. m. March 
20th, of 33.07. 


The Crest 

At this stage the river was discharging every 24 hours 
about 22 billion cubic feet, the equivalent of one inch of water 
on the whole drainage basin and it is probable that a con- 
tinued rainfall of one inch per day for a week or more would 
not have caused any appreciable further rise in the river. 
The height of floods is therefore dependent on the intensity 
of precipitation more than the total amount. 


On March 20th the river receded, but slowly, owing to 
continued rains on March 19th, 20th, 21st and 22nd, on the 
upper reaches of the river above Binghamton. 


While the crest of the flood at Wilkes-Barre was officially 
recorded as 33.7, independent observations and comparisons 
with the flood height of 1865 indicated that the present flood 
was higher than that of 1865, which is generally accepted as 
33.1 feet. 

The writer after carefully marking the crest of the re- 
cent flood, has determined that the actual gauge height of 
the recent flood was 33.34. He has also checked the official 
gauge and finds that it is correctly installed, and can only 
account for the discrepancy by assuming that the disturbance 
of the water around the pier, where the official gauge is in- 
stalled, causes an incorrect reading at the higher stages of 
the river. 
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The Susquehanna burdened with ice and snow 


‘NVWAHOH “V ‘U 


"402° 0'GZ—GZET ‘ET Arenigay ‘yooj 
G8°Go—GE6T “OT AING $}09F 0'9Z—OZET “ET Your 
*J90F T'9Z—OT6T “E YOUR +400F 8'9Z—9T6T 
[lady *400F 8°9Z—T68T ‘7s Arenuel 4o2F ('LZ—TO6T 
‘GT doquisdaqd *400F &'8Z—PIG6L ‘6Z YolVe ‘Joos 
G'8Z—EI6T “8% YOAV $}00F L°8S—-68T ‘TT Wore 
£499F 9'OS—POGT ‘6 YTV, :SMOT[OF Sv ov ‘opnytu 
-8vUl JO Jopio ay} ul savok AjoF ysed oy} sulanp 
Sspoop YSsIy 19430 ‘OPTS FO JYSsIoYy adneds B YIM 
‘ZO6L ‘YOIVJA, UL SVM POOY 4sou.siy Jxou oy, “GT EE 
jo JYysIoy odnes v payovot YoIyM ‘GggT Jo 4ey4y 
SVM pooy SsnorlAoid 4Jsoysty oY], ‘“I9AO 10 Joos LT FO 
yystoy sdnes vB SuULIoJSIdoL Aol[[eA suUIULOAM JY 
ut Spooy Az114Y} pue potpuny ouo AjoJeuUTxordde 
uoseq oAvY ofoy} savak Aqy ysed oy} Sutin 


CZ 424 OW ° IZ YI4Op/ ° 02 4249W e 6/4945W QB) Y240Wh ef / YP4DPfs se 9) Y240W ee) GG] 4240 eS of] «Y94D, © €/ Yop + Zf YI40Wes I] YI240pW 
‘Wd - ‘WY +: ‘Wd + ‘WY + ‘Wd + ‘WY + ‘Wd + ‘WY + ‘Wd + ‘WY + ‘Wd + ‘WH + Wd + ‘WR + ‘Wd + ‘WY + ‘Wd + ‘WY + ‘Wd + ‘We + ‘Wd + “WY + ‘Wd + ‘Wy 


NVWAIOH “VF AG 
SYIAVAINT NIWSLIVAD AOA ATSSIAdXI GITIdWOI 
JYAVE-SIVTIM ‘LS LINYVW LY 
9€61 HIAVW—AFIAIY VNNVHINOSNS NI 
$dG00T4/ 40 SLHOIFH INIMOHS HdVa49 


° Dp4npor ° DP/4f ° Dpsing | ° Dpsaupay e Dpsan| u DPUuop/ ° bpun¢ . Dp4nfoc DPl4/ ° bpsany] v Dpsaupom 


TIMMTrArTMnrMremrMrnrnrnrnrnrnrnranrmnrnrinAarnrrnrnrnrnrnnrnnrnrnrnranrnrrnrnnrnrnrnrnrnnrnrnnn 


WILKES-BARRE CITY AND HANOVER TOWNSHIP 


N Marcu 25th, Mayor Charles N. Loveland reported to 
() city council. Extracts from the report follow: 

“First in importance is the fact that there was no 
loss of life in the city though some 20,000 persons, out of a 
population of 90,000 people, were affected by the flood. 


“Through Mayor Wilson of Philadelphia were received 
many truck loads of perishable and other food supplies. 

“Mayor LaGuardia of New York City sent three fire 
engines to assist our local fire department. 

“Mayor LaGuardia and the WPA organization of New 
York consigned 58 pumps to the WPA administration in this 
region. 

“Mayor Davis of Scranton assisted the police and fiire 
departments with details of men. 

“Paul Norton, City Manager of Trenton, N. J., at the 
request of Director of Streets, Tom E. Williams, shipped to 
the city of Wilkes-Barre an eductor and four pumps with 
men to handle them.” 


CCC, NYA and WPA Workers 

“A detail of 150 CCC workers assisted a detail on special 
police duty and the balance were assigned to the cleaning of 
the streets as the waters receded. Four hundred WPA work- 
ers and later 400 more, with some 60 trucks, began 
cleaning the streets at that same time. A detail of National 
Youth Administration workers also helped. The water was 
removed from the cellars of practically all the eighteen 
churches and synagogues and also the Old Ladies’ Home, 
Children’s Home, Osterhout Library and Historical Society 
by Monday night. Many volunteers whom it would be impos- 
sible to list at this time, did wonderful service in assisting 
the many organizations.. I can only say that I'am proud of 
the co-operation of everyone in these days of excitement and 
danger.” 


Wilkes-Barre Fire Department 


For more than five consecutive days, Chief Ambrose 
Saricks, first Assistant Chief Stanley S. Williams, second 
Assistant Chief James J. McGuire, supervisor of fire alarms, 
and 101 firemen proved themselves loyal public servants by 
alternating on fire and flood duty without relief and frequent- 
ly enacting roles in which their lives were endangered. 


Rescuing hundreds of men, women and children from the 
more seriously stricken areas of South Wilkes-Barre and the 
West Side, transporting food and clothing to other marooned 
residents, also getting medical and surgical aid to residences 
of ailing persons, are some of the services performed by the 
“fire eaters.” 

Every member of the Wilkes-Barre Fire Department 
fulfilled his emergency assignment, courageously and success- 
fully executing the unfamiliar tasks. Scores of narrow 
escapes occurred when life boats, used by the firemen to re- 
move refugees, were caught in swirling waters at street in- 
tersections and the occupants thrown into several feet of 
water. 

Suffering from fatigue, many of them ailing with grippe 
and inconvenienced by drenched clothing, the firemen con- 
tinued at their respective posts until the raging Susquehanna 
receded and thousands of stricken townspeople returned to 
devastated dwellings. Miss Ruth Miller, fire department 
switchboard operator, worked continuously day and night 
during the flood, from Thursday morning, March 26th to Fri- 
day night, March 27th at 11 o’clock. 

One interesting feature of the Wilkes-Barre Fire Depart- 
ment Service was the assignment of two first aid instructors, 
Captain Ramsay and Dave Thomas, to the first aid street car 
station located on the West side of the Market Street Bridge. 
It was the work of these two firemen to give general instruc- 
tions as to first aid methods and to apply their own experi- 
ence to the necessities of the persons rescued. 

Details of firemen worked to prevent the Bell Telephone 
system from going out of commission; also in removing the 
water from the Post Office building and from the State Bank- 
ing Center at the Liberty Bank Building to prevent injury 
to records. Another engine assisted in obtaining heat for 
the Hotel Sterling, in which a number of refugees had gath- 
ered. Service was rendered to prevent the blowing up of 
the electric power equipment at the Hazard Manufacturing 
Company, which would have put out of work some 800 to 1,000 
men for at least two or three weeks. 


Mercy Protected 
The most important institution requiring protection was 


the Mercy Hospital on Hanover Street with 200 beds. The 
Street and Fire Departments centered their efforts in main- 


Photo by Ace Hoffman 


Warrant officer and crew of twenty men of Fifth District, U. S. Coast Guard are shown at City Hall when Captain 
Joseph Mozotta, Bos’n, received the key to the city from Mayor Charles N. Loveland. 

In the picture, left to right: Front row, Chief of Police J. Russell Taylor, City Treasurer Fred Goeringer, Jr., Mayor 
Loveland, Bos’n Mazotta; Jess S. Mutchner, motor master mechanic, first class; John D. Daisey, chief bos’ns mate; and John W. 


McCarty, motor master mechanic, first class. 


Second row, Capt. Frank Eckhart, city police department; Councilman Tom E. Williams; Councilman John Nobel; Coun- 
cilman William B. Houser; William T. Gray, B. M., first class; James Shackleford. 

Third row, William F. Burton, William Sturgis, Gregory Wilbur, Claude Rutter, Somers Wright, Earl Willis. 

Last row, John Merrill, Earnest A. Farlow, William M. Talley, Forrest L. Hulse, Joseph B. Hearon, Clarence G. Turner, 
,Olus F, Killmon and Lucion F, Mahtias, City Engineer Walter Johns, and John Jay McDevitt. 
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taining heat in the building. There were three fires which 
broke out at Mercy Hospital, one with serious possibilities, 
which were taken care of. 

A similar story could be written in praise of the work 
of all Wilkes-Barre city employes. The mayor and council- 
men, the members of the police, engineering, street depart- 
ments, and all volunteer workers united in work that was well 
done because it was done with a will. 


HANOVER TOWNSHIP 
By PHILLIP J. MCCABE 


The floods of March 13th and 19th, 1936, caused a great 
deal of damage in the lowlands of Hanover Township. Iona 
Place, Lyndwood, Breslau, Carey Terrace, and a large part 
of the Lee Park section was deeply inundated. Five public 
school buildings were used to house the refugees, a complete 
registry was kept, food, cots and army blankets were provided 
by the American Red Cross, together with volunteer medical 
care which is described as follows by Miss McCabe, a nurse 
who, with a local physician, waded through the waters to 
reach those in need of their services: 

“By noon on Wednesday we, like hundreds of others, had 
to move furniture to the second floor and set up an impro- 
vised kitchen in a bedroom. The concrete wall and front 
porch of a home across the street gave way and the family 
was rescued by policemen. 


Forced to Leave Home 

“Water rushing in our cellar sounded like the roar of 
Niagara Falls. Our telephone was out of order; connection 
with the outside world was through the radio. Just about the 
time we felt the river had reached its crest a heavy, cold 
rainfall started and added to our misery. Almost at a stage 
of desperation I asked the family to leave by rowboat. We 
signalled the nearby policeman and with his assistance, wad- 
ing through water we reached the boat which was pulled in 
the front hall of the house. 

“Since it was impossible to reach Lee Park in a rowboat 
we joined the 475 refugees in the Lyndwood school. Someone 
informed me that a nurse was needed in a classroom upstairs. 


A Stork Arrives 

“T there found a lady made comfortable on an army cot 
awaiting a visit from the Stork. The attending physician 
was Dr. I. Martin Stadulis who upon seeing me said, “Miss 
McCabe, I am so glad you are here as this patient is in a 
serious condition and should be in a hospital.” This of course 
was impossible since rowboats were our only means of trans- 
portation, and to have attempted to cross Carey Avenue 
would have proved fatal. The mothers of sevéral families 
had in a short time collected the details needed in maternity 
cases and stood by with willing hands to assist. 

“My experience as a nurse during the flood was some- 
thing new. The building was cold; the fires were pulled; even 
smoking was prohibited because of gasoline on the surface of 
the water. At three o’clock Thursday morning a baby boy was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Aleska of Phillips St., Lynd- 
wood, under rather unusual circeumstances—he was born not 
only during the terrible flood, but on the third day of it, at 


The Stork visits Wyoming Valley regardless of floods 
Thirteen 


three in the morning on the third month of the year, in a 
third grade classroom, and was delivered by a doctor attired 
in hip boots who waded through water to care for his pa- 
tient. 
Refugees Cared For 

“Thursday was just another tragic day with boat crews 
bringing in one family after another to register and be given 
some nook or corner in the building. Hot and well prepared 
food was delivered in large metal containers and cartons. 
This food was brought by police patrol to the nearest row- 
boats, from them transferred to the fire truck and thus deliv- 
ered to the school building. An abundance of fruit and milk 
was supplied for the children. In the course of the day many 
cases of illness came to my attention, two more expectant 
maternity cases arrived; a cardiac in.serious condition; a 
diabetic on the verge of coma; and many others of a minor 
nature, all of whom were transferred to hospitals or other 
school buildings upon the arrival of the Coast Guard cutters. 
We had used up all the First Aid supplies furnished in the 
school and many difficult problems faced us without the prop- 
er means to treat patients. We had one case of shock when 
a radio report incorrectly offered the information that the 
foundation walls of the school were caving in. 


“Thursday afternoon Dr. Stadulis asked me to visit a 
patient in her home. The janitor took me by rowboat to the 
nearest piece of dry land from where I walked to the patient’s 
home. Completing my service, I returned to the edge of the 
water to find my escort gone and no means of returning to 
the school. I saw two small boys playing with a home-made 
boat and persuaded them to take me back, but when their 
boat struck a snag in midwater, they, being dressed in hip 
boots, got out and left me. Finally a young man waded out 
and carried me to the school.” 


Co-operation in Vogue 

This nurse has related but a few of the many incidents 
connected with the flood. The assistance given the Red Cross 
by the police and firemen, school teachers, high school pupils, 
members of the American Legion, and individuals, was such 
as to restore one’s faith in humanity. 

The moral to be taken from this is: Wouldn’t life be 
wonderful if we could show this same unselfish spirit of will- 
ingness to sacrifice and help each other, not only in the face 
of disaster, but all of the time? 


SOME FLOOD MEMORIES 
By Rev. VERNE LESLIE SMITH 


perchance? 

I recall the futile plugging of drains, sinks, and 
lavatories to keep the rising waters out of Central Church. 
I remember with gratitude the human chain of volunteers, 
made up largely of Boy Scouts who used the church as 
headquarters until the waters forced them out, and WPA 
men who first found shelter in Central Church and then lent 
willing hands; these were the people who passed up hundreds 
of chairs, many tables, bookcases, books, pictures, carpets, 
and whatnot, to the protection of the upstairs rooms. 


D:* IT happen? Or was it a dream? A nightmare, 


spon 


Valmont Development barge crashes bridge 


Despite sand-bag barricades and nailed windows the waters 
eventually poured a veritable roaring Niagara down the ceilar 
stairs for hours, smashing in doors and filling the basement 
rooms. Five pianos, elevated to our highest platform, found 
watery graves, and something over $1000 damage was done 
to floors, walls, motors, doors, and other property, but our 
damage would have been several times as great if it were 
not for the generous help of these kindly volunteers. 


Fragile Boats Attempt Rescues 

Outside we assisted the boatmen who were first to arrive, 
who brought with them the narrowest and most unstable 
craft that ever ventured the waters of a frog-pond. And 
yet these people in these nondescript boats courageously dared 
the dangerous waters of Academy and River Streets where 
they were frequently swirled against buildings and occasion- 
ally capsized. Gradually, better boats arrived, some with out- 
board motors which put-putted, then hesitatingly sputtered, 
and finally stopped in the incessant rain. I stood for some 
hours in the flood waters, until, after dark, and after a 
number of boats sent out to get them had failed to return, 
with the help of five dollars I finally commandeered a boat 
to rescue an aged couple on South River Street. Cries of 
“Men Drowning!” came to us at the Corner of Academy and 
South River Streets, and two men were overboard, the mad 
waters having upset their craft, but others were rescuing 
them. The current swung us around the corner, people on 
porch roofs begged us to rescue them, and the upper part of 
the houses emerging from the waters on South River Street 
looked like floating hen-houses. We found one aged couple, 
marooned upstairs, but with four feet of water on the first 
floor they could not come downstairs, and to attempt the wet 
and sloping porch roof would be to hazard their lives, so 
we were obliged to leave them until morning. Coast Guard 
cutters and crews came in the night, blessings upon them, 
and my aged friends were rescued in the early hours. 


Home Becomes Canteen 
And then our home became headquarters for rescue work 


in our neighborhood. A regiment of rain-coated and rubber- 
booted policemen, 109th Infantrymen, Coast Guardsmen, and 


Central M. E. Church in use as District Headquarters 


The end of a useful career. Valmont barge sinking 
after crashing Market Street bridge 


Red Cross workers made a welcome trek to the coffee on our 
kitchen range and the sandwiches on our kitchen table. 
Innumerable candles flickered to light the gloom, and green 
wood burning indifferently in two small fireplaces sparingly 
heated the cold, wet, and weary workers and also dried out 
their boots, socks, gloves, and coats. We found ourselves on 
duty 24 hours a day. It was not until Sunday morning at 
four, from Thursday evening, that this weary man as much 
as removed his clothes for either cleanliness or sleep. It was 
estimated that 1000 cups of coffee were served to workers in 
our parsonage kitchen. 

All the while someone was at the telephone, often a line 
of people waiting. Hundreds of calls for help came in and 
were passed out to the busy boatmen. Some of the overheard 
conversations revealed a lot about human nature as well as 
distressing situations. 


Loading Station For Rescued 


Outside, Academy Street had become a river, at this 
point three feet deep, but one block below eight feet of water 
coursed the streets. Trucks and vans backed into the waters, 
and hundreds of people were transferred to them from the 
boats of various kinds directly in front of the house, to be 
transported to the Armory, and when the waters reached 
that point, to the G. A. R. High School and other places 
which were high and dry. Later the receding waters; the 
appreciated help of Mayor Loveland who saw to it that we 
had pumps; the muck, mire, and devastation. All this, as I 
now look out on the busy traffic on Academy Street, is part 
of my dream, the nightmare of the Spring of 1936. 
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“We are aiming straight for the bridge Sandy, 
| good bye and gool luck’ 
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AT G. A. R. HIGH SCHOOL 
By S. R. HENNING, Principal 


N THURSDAY evening, March 19, 3800 refugees were 

brought to the G. A. R. Memorial High School. Myself, 

as principal of the school, two members of the School 
Board, members of the faculty, members of the 103rd Ammu- 
nition Train from Tamaqua, and volunteer workers were in 
the school to see that these people were fed and given com- 
fortable cots, blankets, and places to sleep. During the re- 
mainder of the night, we continued to receive flood victims 
who were given something hot to eat and drink before they 
were assigned sleeping quarters. The number continued to 
increase to ‘about 600 on Saturday afternoon when they 
started to return to their homes. 

In the organization necessary to take care of this 
emergency situation, Captain Houser, of the 103rd Ammuni- 
tion Train and myself were designated by the Red Cross 
organization as the authoritative leaders for this work in the 
school. 

By early Friday morning all members of the G. A. R. 
faculty were helping care for the refugees, remaining on duty 
until they were all attended to, and until everyone was re- 
moved from the building and all records and information 
were obtained. 

Nurses on duty consisted of 15 day nurses and 12 night 
nurses until Sunday when the number was reduced to 8 day 
nurses and 6 night nurses. These were school nurses and 
volunteer nurses. 

The 103rd Ammunition Train of the P. N. G.; the 107th 
Ambulance Corp of the P. N. G.; the 109th Artillery of the 
P. N. G.; and a detachment of C. C. C. were quartered in the 
building and gave untiring and willing assistance. In addi- 
tion to the above mentioned help, faculty members from other 
schools, dozens of high school girls and boys, and other volun- 
teer workers were on hand to help with the work. 

Miss Dougherty, in charge of the cafeteria, with her 
regular help assisted by scores of other helpers provided 
meals of properly prepared and wholesome food to all 
refugees, officials, and workers. 

Boy Scouts were on duty at all times as aides and pages 
and did a very fine piece of work. In the peak of emergency 
many high school girls were also used in this capacity. 


Tentertaiment Provided 


To entertain the refugees during their stay in the build- 
ing an abundance of magazines and daily papers were donated 
for their use. The children were provided with games, toys, 
and reading material suited to their age. Moving pictures 
were provided 5 days and 2 evenings. An amateur program 
was featured. The children were cared for by: volunteer 
workers during the band concert which was given Sunday 
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A tupical clean wp scene after the floods 
; Photo by Sterne-Everett 
afternoon, so that the parents could attend. The same work- 
ers entertained the children daily within and without the 
building in regular programs. 

Plenty of cots, mattresses, and blankets were provided 
and placed in the gymnasiums, auditorium, and class rooms. 
Separate rooms were provided for all suspected cases of 
communicable diseases. 

An adequate medical staff was on duty or call at all 
times and gave immediate attention to all suspected and 
actual cases of sickness. 

Many truck loads of food were provided by the Red 
Cross to feed the people. This consisted of approximately 
100 loaves of bread and 160 quarts of milk daily and an 
adequate supply of fruit, meat, vegetables, etc. 

No greater spirit of service could possibly be shown than 
was displayed by people of the entire community in helping 
to provide the necessities and care for the unfortunate flood 
refugees. The members of the Board of Education of Wilkes- 
Barre deserve special commendation for their willingness to 
turn over the building and its facilities for use in this terrible 
catastrophe. And finally we all were made to realize that the 
spirit of brotherly love which may have been somewhat latent, 
is still in existence and will arise when necessary to meet 
any emergency. 
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Flood debris included pianos proto by Howard K. Jones 
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This picture supplies a graphic story of the Susquehanna rampaging over the West Side 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


The camera depicts the river as seen in the direction of Forty Fort, Wyoming, and West Pittston 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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South River and the River Common as seen from West Market Street corner 
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North River Street and the River Common viewed from West Market corner 
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Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Photo by Sterne-Everett 


The Susquehanna rages furiously at the corner of Academy and Charles Sts. 


A Coast Guard cutter wends it way along Carey Ave. 
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Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Towards Academy 
Photo by Rev. Verne L. Smith 


Rescue Work at the Front of ‘the Central Methodist Church 


Photo by Rev. Verne L. Smith 


Willing co-operation in 


A Busy Coast Guard Cutter at the corner of South Franklin and Academy 


Photo by Rev, Verne L. Smith 
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Sidewalks at Carey Ave. and Elizabeth after flood 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Transfer from a Coast Guard boat to an ambulance. 
Horton Street Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Coast Guard rescue activity at Charles Street 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


A Coast Guard boat arrives at Franklin Street. 


Looking North from Academy 
Photo by Howard K, Jones 
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Photo by Sterne-Everett 


corner of Firwood and Willow Streets 


Photo by Sterne-Hverett 
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Corner of Horton and Firwood Streets 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Looking West on South Street as Old Man River begins to pay his unwelcome visit 


Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


South River below Northampton begins to be unsafe for onlookers and automobiles 


Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


Removing the unwelcome watery guest from the Pumping undesired flood water from the Liberty 
Boston Store Photo by Sterne-Everett Bank Building 
Twenty-two Photo by Sterne-Everett 


The camera glances East on Melrose Street towards Martz Garage and Old River Road 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Pumping water from the basement of the Miners Lazarus Bros. Department Store got no fun out of 
National Bank Building _ photo by sterne-Everett pumping operations photo by Sterne-Everett 


Ba: 
Percy A. Brown & Co. did a good job feeding The Pomeroy Department Store welcomes customers 
refugees and workers photo by sterne-Everett but not flood water photo by sterne-Everett 
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The Susquehanna is an unwelcome visitor at Old River Road 
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Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Riverside Drive and Irving Place resemble an attractive lake resort 
Photo by Bureau of Engineers 
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Reflections galore as water encroaches on West River Street towards Academy 
Photo by Rev. Verne L. Smith 


Stranded trucks and automobiles on Academy Street; dangerous to Coast Guard cutters 
: Photo by Rev. Verne L. Smith 


Looking down Academy towards River from corner of Carey and Academy Piola by. Bu, Heed 
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Penn Tobacco Company suffered heavily as tide swept north on South Main Street ) 
Photo by Ace Hoffman 4 


Mr. Peanut, of Planters Nut & Chocolate Co. cast a wary eye at the water on South Main Street ' 
Photo by Howard K. Jones 
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South Main Street looking North from Hanover is conspicuously free from its usual rush of traffic li 
Twenty-six Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


Stretcher case from River Flats. Corner of Oxford and Lee Park Sts., Hanover Township 
Photo by Howard K. Jones 


Residents in this section of Firwood become closely acquainted with the Susquehanna 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Roofs were a source of refuge for the marooned at Dagobert and Firwood Streets 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Twenty-seven 


% 


seer eect 


An exceptionally swift current at Stark Street caused a lot of trouble photo by Howard K. Jones 
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Seeking out the marooned at Lawrence and Flood water at the foot of Malinowski Hill, 
Firwood Streets Photo by Sterne-Everett Hanover Township Photo by Sterne-Everett 


A view along Ash Street toward South Main Enjoying a cruise. Boat constructed from 
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Regent Street. No boat being available a raft built of three oil drums made a good substitute 


Photo by Howard K. Jones 
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South Franklin Street pictured as seen below Horton and in the direction of Solomon’s Creek 


Viewed from 


Photo by Howard K. Jones 


corner of Oak and Firwood Streets. Looking West on Oak St. Volunteer boatmen on patrol duty 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 
Twenty-nine 
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Looking West on Horton near Regent Street The water begins to encroach on Horton and Waller 
Photo by Bureau of Engineers Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


1 
Plenty of water around this neighborhood In low gear at the corner of Horton and Regent l 
Photo by Sterne-Everett Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Plymouth Road towards Lyndwood; not street cars but boats in vogue 


Photo by Sterne-Everett : | 
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Deep waters at Crescent Street, Firwood; looking toward the West 
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The railroad tracks 


Looking 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


were well covered at St. Mary’s and River Roads, Hanover Township 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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West from corner of Crescent and Kropp Streets, Firwood 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Thirty-one 


Ryman’s Lumber Yard located under South Street Bridge Photo by Joseph Hahn 


Coast Guard on South Franklin between Sullivan Enjoying himself in a Kayak on South Franklin St. 


and Garfield Photo by Homer May 
Photo by Homer May 


Boat load brought up from Lyndwood Avenue to Lee Park Avenue Grade School 


Photo by Howard K. Jones 
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Evacuating refugees from boat to truck on Academy A youngster defies the water on Stanley Street, 
between Davis and River looking North from Mallery 
Photo by Howard K. Jones Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


Gondolas would fit into this view at West River At Hanover Street looking Westward from 
looking towards Carey Avenue South Main Street 
Photo by Bureau of Engineevs Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


Lehigh Street as viewed looking West Academy Street, looking West to Stanley 
Photo by Joseph Hahn Thirty-three Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


Delivering Milk, Horton and Franklin Carey Avenue and Stewart 
Photo by Ace Hoffman Photo by Ace Hoffman 
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After the Flood, South Franklin Street After the Flood They Returned to This 


Photo by Ace Hoffman Photo by Sterne-Everett 


REO R ia 


Watchful Waiting on Regent Street, Looking South 
Thirty-four 


Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


Five feet of water around St. 
Corner of Division and Barney 


Aloysius Church. Oxford Street, Lee Park, Hanover Township. 
Photo by Howard K. Jones Stretcher CASE being removed Photo by Howard K, Jones 


South Franklin Street, looking South from the Viewed in the direction of Academy and South 


Bridge at Solomon’s Creek 


Pointed in a Southern direc 
pictures Barney Street 


Photo by Howard K. Jones Franklin Streets from Davis Place Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


tion the camera The flood is beginning to worry residents of 
Photo by Bureau of Engineers Simpson Street Photo by Bureau of Engineers 


Thirty-five 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


In an easterly direction across Miner Park showing Meyer High School and Old River Road 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


force of the flood water is well shown in this view of River Road, Hanover Township 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Kingston Courageously Fights Ol’ Man River 


Burgess Cameron Commends Workers 

In a communication to the editor, Burgess Cameron 
expressed a desire that the following individuals and 
organizations should be honored in this publication: 

“Theodore Ellis, of Park Place, who put in long hours 
and exercised fine judgment in rendering service. The 
Kingston Borough Council consisting of: Edward Conrad, 
Maxwell Hutner, Theodore Puhlick, William Rosser, Harold 
Grimes, Thomas Taylor, Fred Brokenshire. And also the 
following organizations: 109th Field Artillery; 109th In- 
fantry; The American Legion; Veterans of Foreign Wars; 
the Girl Scout and Boy Scout organizations; Pennsylvania 
Highway Patrol; Pennsylvania State Police; Luzerne Bor- 
ough School District; City of Scranton, which sent men and 
trucks to assist us in our troubles, and who were under the 
personal direction of Mayor Stanley J. Davis; the Scranton 
Spring Brook Water Service Company, who supplied pumping 
and truck equipment at no charge to the Borough of Kingston, 
and Kingston Fire and Police Departments and their mem- 
bers, who put in long hours; the American Red Cross, under 
the personal direction of Miss Helen Caldwell; the Luzerne 
Medical Society, under the direction of Dr. Charles Shafer; 
also Col. R. M. Vail, who was in direct charge of the National 
Guard, and who put in long hours, and rendered very fine 
service to the entire community.” 


Narrative by Major W. H. Smith 

The story of the floods in Kingston can best be told by 
Major William H. Smith in charge of the Second Battalion, 
109th Field Artillery operations in Kingston. Extracts from 
Major Smith’s report follow: 

“The 16 officers and 140 enlisted men of the 2nd Bat- 
talion, 109th Field Artillery Headquarters Battery and Bat- 
tery B, 107th Ambulance Co., are highly commended for the 
splendid spirit shown during the emergency flood activities 
March 12, to March 23, 1936, inclusive, co-operating with 
Borough Authorities, State and Highway Police, and Ameri- 
can Red Cross. 

“Particularly strenuous duty was performed from March 
17 to March 21, inclusive. For nearly five days very little 
sleep or rest was had by anyone on duty. Everyone worked 
to the limit of his endurance. When forced to leave his post 
for rest, he would invariably be back on duty within thirty 
to forty-five minutes. The response to appeals to prevent 
and alleviate human suffering, and property loss was remark- 
able, proving beyond a doubt that our Discipline and Train- 
ing were equal to and far beyond the demands of the 
occasion.” 

The above is Major Smith’s commendation to members 
and officers of the 2nd Battalion, 109th Field Artillery Head- 
quarters Battery, and Battery B 107th Ambulance Co. Their 
activity is representative of that of other organizations who 
might be mentioned in this book. 

(Continued on page 38) 


BENTON H. WHIPPLE 
President Business Men’s 
Association 


H. E. CAMERON 
Burgess of Kingston 
Chairman Relief Committee 


Rehabilitation Campaign 

The formation, March 26, 1936, of the Kingston Business 
Men’s Association Flood Rehabilitation Committee, made 
possible in the amazingly brief period of a fortnight the 
raising of a fund of $15,000 by popular subscription and the 
immediate distribution of it without interest charges to scores 
of merchants. There was no obligation whatsoever other than 
the moral one—that as a debt it was to be repaid when 
circumstances permitted. Thus were the stunned and stricken 
enabled to replenish ruined stocks, re-establish credit, main- 
tain morale, and re-open for business, stores and shops whose 
doors otherwise must have remained closed indefinitely. 

That these borrowed funds already have been returned 
in amounts sufficient to warrant the re-payment to the con- 
tributors of almost fifty per cent of their subscriptions, is 
characteristically significant of the integrity and progressive 
spirit of Kingston’s commercial life. 

Below is the list of the outstanding men of the Flood 
Rehabilitation Committee of the Kingston Business Men’s 
Association: 

General Chairman Hon. A. J. Sordoni, Campaign Com- 
mittee Chairman, Charles Weissman, Campaign Committee 
Vice Chairman, Francis Dobson, Campaign Committee Treas- 
urer, Eugene Lazarus, Campaign Committee Secretary, 
Howard Strong, Chairman Relief Committee, H. E. Cameron, 
Chairman Loan Committee, R. L. Coughlin, Publicity Martin 
Keet. 

Reuben H. Levy of the Kingston Cake Company, Dr. 
Allison Miller, dentist; Harold Tippett of the Kingston Na- 
tional bank, and Benton H. Whipple deserve honorable 
mention for the hard work they did. 

Hon. A. J. Sordoni, Eugene Lazarus, and Benton H. Whip- 
ple, President of the Kingston Business Men’s Association, 
were appointed trustees of the fund. 

Other committee members were: 

A. J. Barber, Arthur Bloomburg, J.B. Covell, James P. 
Harris, Ralph C. Keller, A. J. Llewellyn, W. E. Meyers, 
Ernest Rohr, Dr. Charles Shafer, Guy W. Moore, Thomas 
Barry, Sam A. Boyd, R. Delbert Craig, Robert Harris, L. W. 
Krieger, E. B. Mulligan, Samuel Riliegh, E. M. Rosser, 
George P. Williams, Frank L. Pinola, Morgan Bevan, Edward 
Chapin, T. 8S. Davis, George M. Huey, C. W. Laycock, Dr. 
C. A. Mundy, Stanley Rinehimer, H. W. Ruggles, Emery 
Ziegler. 

Upon Charles H. Weissman, as chairman of the finance 
committee, developed the job of fund raising in record time. 
Notwithstanding the fact that his stores were damaged to 
the extent of thousands of dollars by the high waters, Mr. 
Weissman gallantly remained on duty day and night until 
the desired objective was achieved. Kingston Business Men’s 
Association unanimously voiced its appreciation of the efforts 
of Senator Sordoni and Mr. Weissman by the adoption of 
appropriate resolutions, 


CHARLES WEISSMAN 
Campaign Committee 
Chairman 


HON. A. J. SORDONI 
General Chairman 
Rehabilitation Committee 


Thirty-seven 


Wyoming Avenue from Kingston Corners 
Photo by Ace Hoffman 

“The emergency flood plan of the 2nd Battalion, 109th 
F. A., was made effective Thursday, March 12, when a motor 
base, under command of Captain Thomas Brain, was estab- 
lished in the vicinity of Hoyt Street and Wyoming Avenue. 
During the period of the first flood, March 12-14, this motor 
equipment was used for evacuations and hauling supplies for 
the Red Cross. On Sunday, March 15, the detachment and 
motor equipment returned to the Armonry. 

When warning of the second flood was issued, March 17, 
the detachment composed of ten Commissioned Officers, and 
eighty-five enlisted men moved to South Sprague Avenue and 
established headquarters in the borough building. 

When the water continued to rise the Battalion Com- 
mander conferred with Burgess H. Eugene Cameron, who in- 
vested in the Battalion authority to organize and control all 
rescue forces engaged in removing inhabitants from the dan- 
ger zones, co-operating with Red Cross agencies. Prepara- 
tions were made for a major flood. 

At 7:00 A. M., March 18, the river passed the predicted 
stage of 27 feet. A rescue base was established at Kingston 
Corners, and a short time later, on South Wyoming Avenue. 
By noon the base on Wyoming Avenue had to be discontinued ; 
and due to the lack of powerful boats, rescue work on Ist, 
2nd, and 38rd Avenues, and Market Street beyond the con- 
necting railroad had to be abandoned. 

Wednesday afternoon, Battery B, commanded by Captain 
James W. Davenport, reported from Tunkhannock. About 
5:00 P. M. it was discovered that the southern part of Kings- 
ton was being isolated from the northern part so forces were 
separated. Captains Patton and Davenport, and Lt. Snyder, 
with 45 men and 10 trucks were left to evacuate lower Kings- 
ton and the affected portion of Edwardsville. The remainder 
of the force with Headquarters Battery of the Battalion, nine 
Officers, 78 enlisted men and 20 trucks, established headquar- 
ters at the residence of Mr, Laning Harvey, Jr., and operated 
bases on Wyoming Avenue in the vicinity of Division Street, 
and at Pierce and Rutter Avenue. A telephone station was 
installed in the residence of Mr. Thomas Kane, 212 Pierce 
Street, for the latter base. 


The Battalion had about 30 serviceable boats, six of which 
were equipped with out-board motors. The work of Mr. Lan- 
ing Harvey, Jr., who serviced and adjusted the motors per- 
sonally and at his own expense, was greatly appreciated. On 
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Kingston Theatre suffered heavily from flood waters 

Photo by Ace Hoffman 
Thursday morning, March 19th, all serviceable boats on the 
water were commandeered. A detachment of State Police, by 
direction of Captain Clark and in charge of Sergeant Miller 
and Corporal Santilli, supplemented by members of the 2nd 
Battalion, 109th F. A., were put on continuous duty to pre- 
vent looting, to control circulation, and to discover families 
in danger. 

After continuous duty for a period of over 92 hours, 
Battalion Officers and men were practically at the end of 
their endurance. Over 4,850 persons were evacuated from 
about 1,766 homes. 160 residential and business blocks were 
flooded. 86.9% of Kingston Borough was under water; 12 
houses were destroyed; and 2,500 houses were damaged. The 
water started to recede slowly Friday morning, March 20th, 
and Company C, 109th Infantry was detailed for guard duty. 


Interior R. M. Stapleton’s Drug Store 


This store was a veritable clearing house for many work- 
ers and a haven for refugees. It was headquarters for a sec- 
tion in which Capt. Tom Brain and Lieuts. Robinson and 
Kaustenbauder did good work. Nearby the Red Cross oper- 
ated from the home of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kane. Laboring 
unceasingly were Mrs. Kane and neighbors, Corp. Leo Pope, 
Private Paul Ryan and Game Warden Russell Womelsdorf. 

Among those in the picture are: Vincent Giampa, An- 
thony Krazulis, Dr. Carlton Creasy, Attorney Roscoe Smith, 
Melvin /Coslett, Charles Vincent, Fred Hinkle. 
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Kingston Businessmen Would Not Yield to the Susquehanna 
Thirty-eight 
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Boats, not Automobiles or Street Cars, were the Popular Means of Travel as the Susquehanna Flood Waters 
Began to Encroach on Kingston Corners 


Thirty-nine 


The height of the water at Kingston Corners can be gauged by the fact that it reached over the counter of the 


Woolworth Store 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 


No pedestrians, no automobiles, no street cars—only boats could negotiate the flood water at Kingston Corners 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 
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This view of the American Auto Stores evidences the height to which the flocd waters rose at this section of 


Wyoming Avenue 
Photo by Ace Hoffman 


Motor boating not motoring was the thing when this picture was taken on West Market Street 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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109th Field Artillery members and others actively engaged in rescue work at Kingston Corners 
Photo by Zenier 


Photo by Zenier 


On Market Street below Kingston Corners busy rescue operations were frequently seen 
Photo by Zenier 
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Refugees transferred from row boats to Red Cross and Army trucks for transference to higher and drier places 


Photo by Zenier 


at the Kingston National Bank on Wyoming Ave. 


Photo by William James 


Much damage was done to the Library and business houses on this section of Wyoming Ave., looking North 


Photo by William James 
Forty-three 


A canoe is a means of getting to a shop on Wyoming Avenue across from the Kingston Diner 
Photo by Bert Husband 
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Another view on Market Street is further evidence of damage caused by flood waters to Kingston business houses 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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The Armory had to be abandoned as 109th Field Artillery Headquarters for relief work 
Forty-four Photo by Sterne-Kyerett 
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Photo by R. M. Stapleton 


Coast Guard rescue activity as seen at Corner of Pierce and Wright Streets 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 


This photo shows the flood water around Chester Street School at Wright Street 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 
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Photo by R. M. Stapleton 
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Pierce Street at Osceola had comparatively little water when this picture was taken 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 
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The camera catches a view of Pierce Street to Wyoming Ave. 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 
Forty-six 
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“Related Refugees.” Pierce Street section Volunteer workers on Wyoming Avenue at Reynolds 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton Photo by R. M. Stapleton 


Photo by R. M. Stapleton 


A view of Reynolds Street at Warren Avenue 
F Photo by R. M. Stapleton 
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There were many reflections in the flood water cn Ridge Avenue a3 seen from Pierce St. 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 


Residents could not step off their porches without getting their feet wet on Sharp Street 
Photo by Clifford Miller 


Beautiful homes on Butler Street were completely surrounded by water 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 
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The East end of Reynolds and Butler Streets showed a wide expanse of water 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


se 


the middle of a large lake 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Rutter Avenue from Market Street 


Photo by Ace Hoffman 
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Much damage was done by the flood water on South Gates St. below Northampton 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Gasoline was needed for motor boats rather than for motor cars on Pierce St. at Third Ave. 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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‘These houses were cut off from the outside world by several feet of water. Third Avenue above Pierce 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


This picture shows the rear of Third Avenue between Pierce and Market Sts. 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Isolated From the Outside World at North Thomas and Gates Streets 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Rear of Car Barns. Active Preparation Before the Flood Reduced Damage 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


A Photograph of Market Street Between South Gates and Thomas 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Fifty-one 


Havoc wrought by the flood at Barons’ Ball Park Another view of the water at Market Street and 
Photo by Ace Hoffman South Gates Street Photo by Sterne-Everett 


The fence around Kingston Athletic Field was The flood water left Kirby Park a scene of desolation 


washed down by the water Eenotoe by saree eee 
Photo by R. M. Stapleton 


The camera pictures the back of Gates Street from Market Street 


; Photo by Sterne-Everett 
Fifty-two 
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ng West on Northampton from Corner of Gates ih 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 


A view of South Gates Street as pictured between Market and Northampton 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 


Another view of North Gates; looking onto Hoyt Street 


Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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ge seems to be washed from its foundation in this picture of North Gates and Thomas Streets 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Garages completely demolished by the torrent of flood water on North Gates Street 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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A picture of desolation with houses nearly covered with water on Third Ave. above Pierce St. 
Photo by Sterne-Everett 
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Huey’s Corners at Wyoming Avenue and Union Street PUGS besa be Fie aiiari 


Kingston High School Photo by Ace Hoffman Hoyt Library Photo by Ace Hoffman 


North Sprague Avenue from Wyoming Avenue Wright Street from Market Street 


Photo by Ace Hoffman Photo by Ace Hoffman 
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Reynolds Street Maple Street School 


Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios 


Northampton Street after the flood The Susquehanna leaves a deposit 
Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios 
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After the water left North Gates Avenue A specimen damage scene in Kingston 
Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios Photo by Ace Hoffman Studios 
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109th F. A. Regiment and Coast Guard Service 


By Col. STEPHEN ELLIOTT, Chairman Rescue Com. 


8:00 A. M., March 17, 19386: Weather reports were 
continued rain on the entire watershed, river rising steadily. 

11:00 A. M., March 17, 1935: Orders were issued to 
prepare to evacuate the Armory and to establish former 
bases at Wyoming Avenue, Kingston, and the Homeopathic 
Hospital, Wiikes-Barre as follows: Major William H. Smith 
in command of Headquarters Battery, 2nd Headquarters 
Battery, Battery D, Battery E, and Battery B and detach- 
ment of 107th Ambulance Company with three ambulances. 
Second Lieut. Leon W. Beisel at Homeopathic Hospital in 
command of Service Battery, Battery F, detachment of 107th 
Ambulance Company with three ambulances, Battery C, 
Plymouth, with orders to prepare the Armory for a flood and 
establish Headquarters on high ground. Battery A at Nan- 
ticoke in the Armory. 
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Accurate reports by Captain James W. Davenport, Bat- 
tery B, Tunkhannock, and by the railroad employees enabled 
the Command to anticipate possible emergencies 10 to 14 
hours in advance. 


5:00 P. M., March 17, 1986: The 109th Armory having 
been evacuated, Headquarters with the Red Cross was placed 
in full operation, although handicapped by lack of suitable 
space and personnel. At this time, all organizations on duty 
were occupied in evacuation of flood areas by boat and truck, 
people were reluctant to leave their homes. 

9:00 P. M., March 17, 1936: Red Cross again requested 
the Coast Guard to provide surf boats and crews. 

11:00 P. M., March 17, 1936: Market Street, Kingston, 
closed to all traffic. 

3:00 A. M., March 18, 19386: Wednesday, Telephone 
connection with Mr. C. A. Leighton, Chairman Disaster Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross who reported that the river would 
rise to at least 32 feet, at this time the river was at 26 feet. 

6:00 A. M., March 18, 19386: Mr. Charles Kaeufer, 
Chairman of American Legion Disaster Committee of Luzerne 
County was called and warned of the danger and asked to 
notify all Post Commanders in the community. This he was 
unable to do, and they were then notified to prepare for a 
bad flood by the 109th telephone operator. 

12:00 Noon, March 18, 1936: River 29.5 feet. 

5:00 P. M., March 18, 19386: River 31 feet, swift water 
was preventing rowboats from rescuing people in Plains, 
Kingston, Firwood, Breslau and Lyndwood. Several launches 
and 12 outboard motor boats were operating at this time. 

12 P. M., March 18, 1936: 103rd Ammunition Train 
from Tamaqua reported for duty and were quartered in the 
G. A. R. High School, Wilkes-Barre. 

1:00 A. M., March 19, 1936: River at 32.5 feet, swift 
water by now had entirely stopped rescue in some sections, 
Coast Guard boats and crews had arrived and 8 boats were 
immediately launched at the west end of Market Street 


Coast Guard boats arriving at night were 
launched immediately 


Bridge, Kingston. Men of the 109th F. A. were detailed to 
act as pilots on these boats, two street cars were placed at 
the end of the bridge for first aid stations, rescue of people 
was carried on continuously from this time until early Satur- 
day morning. The conditions under which the Coast Guard 
worked were most trying, heavy rain and wind, no lights, 
sunken automobiles, submerged stop signs, fire plugs and 
other submerged obstacles were a constant menace to the 
boats. Swift water 15 miles per hour in places necessitated 
the utmost in seamanship and daring. Several boats were 
sunk, one boat disabled and sunk by a stop light was raised 
by Boatswain John Daisy and crew, lashed to his boat and 
brought to Market Street Bridge where it was repaired. This 
was a most daring and courageous act and a most amazing 
feat of seamanship. One family of 16 people were removed 
from a house in Plains by Lieut. Robert Montanye in a boat 
with an outboard motor, the water being too swift for row 
boats. This house was swept away the next day. 


Typical rescue scene from a porch roof 


Fifty-seven 


5:00 A. M., March 19, 1936: Additional surf boats hav- 
ing arrived were launched at Lee Park, Hanover Township, 
one boat launched at Nanticoke and sent to West Nanticoke. 
Refugee centers at Plains, Kingston, Wilkes-Barre, Lee Park, 
Breslau, Lyndwood, Plymouth, Edwardsville and West Nan- 
ticoke, were being operated by Red Cross, municipal officials 
and American Legion under supervision and help of the 
National Guard. 

4:00 P. M., March 19, 1935: Colonel Robert M. Vail was 
called and requested to have one battalion of the 109th In- 
fantry report when the river started to recede and one bat- 
talion the following day, this request submitted to the 
Division Commander, was approved. 

8:00 P. M., March 19, 1936: Four Coast Guard boats 
arrived and were placed in service in Kingston. Trucks and 
rowboats, motorboats and outboard motorboats were being 


Passengers for Coast Guard boats waiting on roofs 


used for rescue work 24 hours per day. All refugee centers 
were being provisioned by trucks of the 109th F. A. 

12:00 Midnight, March 20, 19386: River 33 feet, crest 
33.10 feet. 

8:00 A. M., March 20, 1935: Coast Guard boats placed 
in South Wilkes-Barre, 18 Coast Guard boats had arrived, 
14 were in use manned by 71 men. Trucks of the 109th F. A. 
were detailed as tenders to boats to keep them gassed and 
the crews fed, 12,000 people were removed from their homes 
in these boats. Boatswain Joseph Mazzotta in charge of Coast 
Guard was on continuous duty from the time of his arrival, 
Wednesday P. M. until Saturday night, when all residents 
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had been removed. His untiring efforts and the actions of his 
men were responsible without a doubt for preventing the 
death of at least 1,000 people. At the time of arrival of the 
Coast Guard, the people in the inundated sections were border- 
ing on panic. With the assurance that they could be removed 
by the Coast Guard, the tension relaxed. One very daring 
rescue was made by the Coast Guard, telephone report that 
three men had upset in a canoe above the Delaware and 
Hudson R. R. Bridge on Friday, March 20. Three boats were 
sent to their rescue, by the time the boats had arrived, two 
of the men had been drowned, one man was taken from a 
tree in an exhausted condition. The timely arrival of the Coast 
Guard had saved his life. 


2:00 A. M., March 21, 19386: All people had been re- 
moved from their homes, boat patrols were established in the 
areas to prevent looting. 


8:00 A. M., March 21, 19386: The river had receded to 
29 feet, supply of populace prevented difficulties, due to reg- 
ular traffic lanes being closed by high water, all motor 
traffic into the Wyoming Valley was stopped by the State 
Highway Patrol and State Police, thereby preventing the 
overcrowding of the district by thousands of sightseeing 
tourists. 


March 22, 1936: Sunday. Work of c’eaning up main 
thoroughfares was started in earnest. All WPA trucks and 
employees were placed removing debris from principal streets, 
State Highway equipment and personnel were likewise em- 
ployed. 109th F. A., 1083rd Ammunition Train, 107th Am- 
bulance Company and CCC Companies were engaged in car- 
ing for refugees and police duties. Coast Guard boats were 
assembled and loaded to trains to be shipped. 109th Infantry, 
1st and 2nd Battalions were on guard to prevent looting and 
assist in traffic control. 2:00 P. M.: Orders were issued to 
the Commanding Officer 2nd Battalion to release Battery B, 
when their services were no longer required. 


Officers of the 109th F. A. Regiment on duty during floods 


Colonels: Stephen Elliott, Wm. H. Zierdt, A.G.O. Lieutenant Colonel: T. H. Atherton. Majors: N. C. Manley, U. S. Army 
instructor; Wm. H. Smith; B. F. Evans, 53rd F.A. Brigade; H. H. Corey, Chas. H. Frick. Captains: A. A. Ginsburg, Wm. W. Poli- 
coff, N. R. Myers, 53rd F.A. Brigade; A. R. Feinberg, C. E. Patton, Geo. H. Rheinhart, Wm. K. Russell, Cecil Ninness, L. Kosten- 
bauder, J. W. Davenport, Geo. M. Bisher, Wm. Bevan, H. A. Prentiss, Thos. Brain, M. Jenkins, R. A. Stull, 53rd F.A. Brigade. First 
Lieutenants: A. T. Colley, L. W. Beisel, Thos. M. Williams, Geo. E. Kostenbauder, Jos. Ralston, Wm. ID. Hertz, N. R. Elliott, 53rd 
F.A. Brigade; H. L. Lee, A. G. Eldinger, H. Watkins, Geo. M. Rhodes, E. Hayes, R. A. Becker, Wm. T. Becker, Wm. T. Davis. 
Second Lieutenants: L. Ichter, Ben Stortz, Chas. H. Snyder, H. E. Brown, R. Ream, J. Jackson, D. C. Lewis, Geo. E. Bennett, C. A. 
Pell, Evan G. Watkins, A. E. Camp. Warrant Officer: J. MacLuskie. Not in the picture: Major H. G. Guyler, Captain H. T. 
Hughes, First. Lieutenants R. Montanye, B. E. Buskirk; Second Lieutenants W. S, Wilcox, A. C. Kalweit. 
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt Visits Wyoming Valley 


AKING cognizance of the need for long time planning to 
check the periodical loss of property and lives along the 
Susquehanna and other rivers of ‘Pennsylvania and 
Ohio, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt paid a visit to 
Wyoming Valley on Saturday, August 15. 


Coming from Binghamton ky way of Scranton on the 
D., L. & W. Railroad, the President took to his private open 
tonneaued touring car at Scranton and motored to Wilkes- 
Barre. He came by way of Pittston, West Pittston, and down 
the West Side of the river to Kingston Corners. Businessmen 
and civic organizations made his survey easier by marking 
high water levels on buildings with ribbons and other means. 


From Kingston Corners, the President and his long 
motorcade of prominent residents, officials, newspapermen 
and others proceeded to Kirby Park, then across the bridge 
and down South River Street to the river project underway 
below Wilkes-Barre Connecting Railroad Bridge. Here he 
made his first stop since leaving’ Scranton, and talked with 
engineers and WPA officials on the project. His party used 
the roadway on top of the earth embankment, proceeding to 
the end of the road, then turning around and leaving by way 
of Old River Road. 


Thousands of cheering, waving residents greeted the 
President on his whirlwind trip into Wyoming Valley. His 
special train was brought down from Scranton by way of 
Pittston Junction, and was ready at Lehigh Valley Station 
when he arrived. 


For several minutes he stood on the platform, waving 
and smiling to the crowd, but the President did not make 
a speech. Before he boarded the train, he had a few words 
with the late Monsignor J. J. Curran, friend of every Presi- 
dent since Theodore Roosevelt, received the thanks of the Red 
Cross Disaster Committee through its chairman, Carl A. 
Leighton, and chatted with Governor George H. Earle, Con- 
gressman Patrick J. Boland of Lackawanna County, Mayor 
Stanley J. Davis of Scranton, who rode with the President 
on his tour of the flood area, and others. 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt 


It was the first visit of a President while in office since 
Theodore Roosevelt came to Wyoming Valley during the 
strike of 1902, and was the third such occasion in the history 
of the section. Rutherford B. Hayes was the other Chief 
Executive to come here during his tenure. The latter was 
guest of honor at the centennial celebration of the Battle of 
Wyoming, July 3, 1878. 


A Dream Nears Reality 

Closely following Mr. Roosevelt’s trip here, it was an- 
nounced at Washington that $3,000,000 was appropriated for 
flood control in Wilkes-Barre, Kingston, Edwardsville and 
Hanover Township. A detail of Army engineers, headed by 
Capt. H. T. Miller, was sent here at once to draw up plans 
and reach agreements with the municipalities on rights of 
way and property damages. Dikes and interlocking piling 
for protection against the river, and pressure sewers to take 
the waters of Toby’s and Solomon’s Creeks were selected as 
the most logical methods of control. 


Federal and State Activities 


PPEALS of a stricken area, visited by a devastating flood 

worse than any other for 65 years, did not fall on deaf 

ears. Both the State and national governments responded 
promptly. 

Outstanding aid granted by the Federal government was 
the immediate dispatching of the Coast Guards with large 
surf boats capable of coping with the currents which capsized 
ordinary row boats and lighter craft. 


The State, in addition to its assistance through the office 
of the Adjutant General in meeting the requests of Col. 
Stephen Elliott, in command of the 109th Field Artillery 
Regiment, sent the 109th Infantry Regiment from Scranton, 
commanded by Col. Robert M. Vail of Kingston, to patrol 
the flood area and supplement the work of the local regiment. 


Governor George H. Earle himself flew over the inun- 
dated valley in his airplane, making first hand inspection of 
conditions. He also made a similar air tour of the Williams- 
port area. 


When the water started to recede, and things on the 
surface slowly resumed normalcy, it became apparent that a 
decisive blow to the economic future of the upper Luzerne 
County section had been dealt. Mines were flooded to a hope- 
less extent. It appeared that the workings of the Kehoe- 
Berge Company and some of the mines of the Pittston Com- 
pany would never again be worked, because of enormous 
expense of removing the flood waters. 

Here the State stepped in when appeals were made to 
Governor Earle. It had been estimated that a year would be 
required to pump the mines affected free of the waters which 
had rushed in from the Lackawanna River through a cave. 
The Governor applied at once to the Reconstruction Finance 


Corporation for a $700,000 loan for rehabilitation of the Pitts- 
ton mines, This was approved, and he then wired every mem- 
ber of the State Legislature to determine whether they would 
support the bill to meet requirements of the RFC in order to 
obtain the loan. 

Pumping was started with enormous turbines furnished 
by the Commonwealth, through assistance of the Federal 
government. A total of 18 such pumps were in place by June 
30 and working at top speed. Ten were in the workings of 
the Pittston Company and eight in the Kehoe-Berge mines. 
By the end of the year these mines had been cleared of water, 
and one of the biggest problems in the history of anthracite 
mining was solved. Considerable damage was discovered, 
however, when the waters had been removed. 


Coast Guard Returns 


Detachments of the U. S. Coast Guards had scarcely ar- 
rived back at their posts after a somewhat futile trip to 
Wyoming Valley during the first flood arriving on March 14, 
1936, when they were needed again. Carl A. Leighton, Red 
Cross Disaster Committee Chairman, again asked that they 
be sent to Wyoming Valley at 9 A. M. on March 17. First 
contingent arrived Wednesday night at 9, and others on Fri- 
day, March 20. Work done by this group of worthy seamen 
is covered in more detail in the report to the adjutant general 
by Col. Stephen Elliott, commanding the 109th Field Artillery 
Regiment, concerning the regiment’s activities, and in report 
of Carl A. Leighton, Red Cross Disaster Committee Chairman. 


President Orders WPA Out 
Blanket authority for use of the WPA workers wherever 
needed in the flood zone was given by President Roosevelt. 
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William J. Dougherty, administrator of the WPA, threw 
many men into the work at once, aiding rescue and relief 
agencies, 

The Works Progress Administration swung every pump 
at its disposal into use at strategic points such as the post 
office and like buildings, manning them with WPA workers. 


The outstanding work done by this agency was in the 
disheartening aftermath, when families returned to their 
homes to find furniture, floors and equipment soaked in mud, 
and water still standing in cellars. The WPA sent hundreds 
of workers into Kingston and the Firwood section of Wilkes- 
Barre particularly, where they aided in removing debris and 
scraping mud from streets and homes. 


After water had finally been pumped out or drained off 
cellars, lime was distributed free for spreading over cellar 
bottoms, as sanitary precaution. The lime was donated by 
U.S. Public Health Service which stood ready to send experts 
here to set up emergency chlorination systems where flood 
waters had affected water supply. 


FHA Lends Hand 
Federal Housing Administration urged financial institu- 
tions in the flood area to accelerate activities in making loans 
to home owners for repairs and rehabilitation. 
Projects To Rebuild 
Then began the work of undoing the damage to public 
property caused by the flood waters. Notably, these were 
Kirby Park and Artillery Park, sewer and street projects in 
Kingston Borough, and street repairs in Wilkes-Barre, all 
done through the Works Progress Administration. 
GCC boys Assist 
Under direction of Capt. James J. Snee, a detachment 
of Civilian Conservation Corps youths from the Tobyhanna 
camp were sent to the area to assist. They were quartered in 
American Legion Home, Wilkes-Barre, and assisted at central 
points where refugees were being cared for. The man power 
provided by this agency was no small factor in preserving 
comfort and sanitary conditions. 


Civic and Commercial Organizations Throw Man Power and 
Resources Into Fight Against Flood Ravages 


ANY of the civic and commercial groups which are a 
part of our every-day life rose to the emergency of 
March, 1936, by serving Wyoming Valley in many 

different ways. 

Where reports of these activities were made by execu- 
tives parts of their summaries are chronicled here. Several 
other groups were active during the flood, but reports of their 
work are not available. Included in these organizations are 
Kiwanis, Rotary, and other service clubs, which through 
contributions of money and men had their part in the 
emergency. 

The Woodmen Circle and the Woodmen of the World, 
under the direction of the district supervisor, Mrs. William 
Schmalzriedt, assisted about 400 families at an expenditure 
of more than $4500. The Pennsylvania Mutual Life Insurance 
Company through its local superintendent, J. H. Dougherty, 
contributed $500 and instructed its agents to render all pos- 
sible assistance in relief work. 


American Legion Report of Flood Duty 
Performed by the Twelfth District 
By CHARLES S. Cook, District Commander 


Devoted Service 


With the example of a “normal” flood a week previous— 
the County Committee set up an interlocking Disaster Com- 
mittee, selected by the 25 Posts of the 12th District, supple- 
menting the American Red Cross. 

Kingston Post had opened its Home as the center of 
refugees in that area. Hanover Post had taken over the 
Bresiau and Lyndwood School buildings and were adminis- 


Waiting for the American Legion 
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tering from those bases. Plymouth Post had taken over 
schools and churches for their refugees. Plains Post was using 
the high school building as a base for their work. Nanticoke 
was utilizing all buildings available, and was evacuating 
West Nanticoke and Hunlock Gardens. Pittston Post, in a 
section little affected was standing by with the Post Home 
set up with cots and the kitchen fully stocked with supplies. 
These materials were thrown into Kingston’s fight with many 
meals being transported 20 miles over roads made dangerous 
by heavy rains and heavier traffic. Hazleton Post transported 
food 20 miles over the mountain in aid of stricken Shick- 
shinny. Duryea Post sent its ambulance and crew to aid 
Kingston. Wilkes-Barre Post performed the myriad duties 
necessary in a section entirely surrounded by havoc and high 
water. In addition its quarters were also utilized for C.C.C. 
members called into the stricken Valley. All other Posts in 
the District sent men and supplies to aid their comrades, in 
the various sections beleagured by the flood waters. The 
Department Commander made a personal tour of inspection 
in the Kingston area, being unable to get through to any 
other section. The Department Adjutant called and offered 
the resources of the Department, subject to call. 

Finally, the Coast Guard men took over the rescue work 
in the more dangerous sections, which up until now had been 
done with the co-operation of Legionnaires in frail row boats. 

Until all danger—and high water—was past, the Legion 
remained “on the firing line.” With waning danger, needed 
sleep was taken. The Auxiliary continued to feed and care 
for the refugees. 

With high water, now merely a local all-time record, the 
heart-breaking job of rehabilitation began. In this work, as 
in the more spectacular rescue work, the Legionnaires did 
their fair share—and more. Local police were augmented by 
welcome Legion Police. More important the Legion planned 
to maintain that nebulous thing called ‘“Morale’—and did it 
successfully, ‘too. Householders in many sections received 
actual help from a Legionnaire from the “Home Post.” In 
rehabilitation, the Legion continued to act “Devoted Service 
To Community.” 


Wilkes-Barre American Legion 

Report of Commander Stewart Caverly of Wilkes-Barre 
Post 182, outlines the part played by the city Legionnaires 
during the flood. 

With the first call for men on Wednesday night, March 
18, 830 members responded, but boats were not available. They 
returned next day and manned row boats, while others used 
their cars to transport rescued persons to emergency quar- 
ters. For three days, March 19, 20 and 21, a group under 
Joseph F. Keller performed traffic duty in various parts of 
the city, as the police were being used in other work. 
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Community Welfare Federation Report 


Strategically situated by reason of its close association 
with.all of the social agencies in the community to render a 
highly specialized service, the Community Welfare Federation 
threw its resources and its personnel into the Red Cross 
organization built up to handle the emergency. 


As chairman of the Committee on Registration and In- 
formation, a sub-committee of the Red Cross Committee on 
Disaster Prevention and Relief, Arthur A. Bloomburg, exe- 
cutive director of the Federation, headed the group responsi- 
ble for the registration of families applying and being refer- 
red for |relief, and for answering inquiries of relatives and 
friends of the disaster sufferers and other persons seeking 
information. 

The _ following comprised the personnel of Mr. Bloom- 
burg’s committee: Allen E. Bacon; Miss Margaret Burns, 
executive secretary of the Catholic Charities; Miss Louise 
M. Fenimore, executive secretary of the Social Service Ex- 
change; John B. Middleton, executive secretary of the United 
Charities;!Arthur Silverblatt; and Edwin A. Swanson. 

The committee organized an information bureau designed 
to reply to telegrams and to answer all inquiries about possi- 
ble dead or injured persons and to furnish information con- 
cerning the whereabouts of survivors; to help in re-uniting 
families; to serve as contact agency between people affected 
byithe disaster and friends and relatives outside; to serve 
as a clearing house for general questions; directing inquiries 
to proper committees or officials. 


Girl Scouts 
The staff, one in Wilkes-Barre and one on the West Side, 
worked for the entire time with the Red Cross Organization, 
assigning older girls for help in the Red Cross Centers. 
answered phones at Red Cross Headquarters, drove Doctors 
and Nurses through the flooded zone and took night shift 


phone service at Red Cross Emergency Headquarters. The 


clothing exchange for refugees was turned over entirely to 
the Girl Scout Staff. They not only worked in it themselves 
but arranged for a week’s list of volunteers to help, about 
8 each day. 

Under the supervision of two troop committee women, 
25 Girl Scouts working on various shifts, cooked and served 
763 meals, at the West Side American Legion, for the Red 
Cross. They not only washed all the dishes but prepared 
the ‘vegetables, set the tables, took care of children, helped 
in the emergency hospital, did clerical work in the office and 
ran numerous errands. The outstanding thing was first, the 
spirit of the girls, combined with the fact that through the 
badge program of the Girl Scout Organization they were 
“prepared” to meet the emergency and were fully trained to 
do the' work requested of them. F 

Several of the Council members and older girls took their 
cars and as the refugees left the boats took them to the homes 
of friends where they were to stay. This was a real lift as 
no street cars or busses were running on the West Side. They 
continued this free jitney service for several days. 

One of the Brownie Leaders was in full charge of a Red 
Cross station in Kingston. She also used shifts of Girl 
Scouts, seven at a time, to help her. With a few exceptions 
her entire adult assistance was from the Girl Scout Organ- 
ization. 


Boy Scouts 


It is not possible to mention all the work done by the 
Boy Scouts but the following extracts from reports by Sea 
Scout Skipper Ted Sylvis of Kingston and Edgar Plummer, 
Field Executive, convey an idea of the Scout activities. 

“The Sea Scouts patrolled the streets throughout Tuesday 
night, March 17th, advising people of the flood, spreading 
the alarm, and reporting to the Legion Home every half hour 
during the night concerning the speed with which the water 
was rising. 

When refugees first came to the Legion, Sea Scouts and 
Boy Scouts assisted in the kitchen, the preparation of food, 
care of the building, assistance to the refugees, and in short, 
did all kinds of work. At 4:30 Wednesday morning our first 


Sea Scouts were assigned to boats to assist in removing ma- 
rooned people. 

Two outboard motors provided by the American Red 
Cross were used by Sea Scouts, and two other outboard motors 
did service, provided by Commodore Brownlee. 

The Scouts removed a family of father and mother and 
seved children after three attempts to persuade them to leave 
their home failed. The Sea Scouts removed two women, one 
a mother of 94 years of age, from their home taking them 
to the Nesbitt West Side Hospital. Another party removed 
a man suffering from cancer, using a litter, and finally trans- 
porting him about seven blocks by boat to a waiting ambu- 
lance from where he was rushed to the hospital. 

“A near accident was averted by Sea Scouts’ training in 
Life Saving and Watermanship when an old boat removing 
two men and women capsized following the bottom breaking 
through in a swift current. The Sea Scouts went to the 
assistance of the woman and carried her for about 25 yards 
to a house nearby and then returned to save both men. 

One boy bought food, usingi money that he was saving 
for a summer vacation. He furnished 300 sandwiches, 5 gal- 
lons of coffee, and 20 lbs. of baked beans. He did this in 
honor of his brother, Ted Williams, who was killed in the 
World War. 

One Lone Scout of Hunlock Creek hitch-hiked his way 
to Headquarters and offered his assistance in the work that 
was being carried on at the American Legion Home. He 
helped there for three days. 

Two boys hitch-hiked from New York and found their 
way to the American'Legion Home to find out if they could 
be of any use. The Mess Sergeant put them to work in the 
kitchen and they were there during the most difficult part 
of the work.” 

“Following is a brief resume of some of the things the 
Scouts were called on to do. They served as messengers at 
WBRE and WBAX and the messages they carried made it 
possible for the radio stations to keep the public supplied 
with vital news. The Scouts were asked by anxious parents 
and friends to locate persons who were temporarily lost and 
succeeded in practically every case. They acted as messeng- 
ers for the Red Cross and when elevator service failed at 
the Wilkes-Barre Deposit Bank Building a unique relay team 
was established, with a boy being stationed on each floor and 
in that way messages were carried up and down from the 
eleventh. 

“Several boats were in charge of various Scouts and 
older Scouts and Sea Scouts and hundreds of people were 
rescued and helped with the delivery of food and other neces- 
sities. The first field Headquarters from which the boats 
operated was located at the Firwood M. E. Church, but as 
the river rose this station had to be abandoned and moved 
to the Central M. E. Church. Still the waters spread and 
Headquarters were established at 16 Birch Street. One Sea 
Scout got hold of a boat but the oar broke when he started 
to row; not to be vanquished he soon, by methods known only 
to himself, got hold of a motor boat and went on with the job.” 


Unseen people on the roof of the porch to the left are 
needing assistance. Sea Scouts were valuable aids to 
the American Legion, Coast Guards and others. In 
the early flood stages the boys managed to get boats 
from somewhere and effect many rescues 
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Wilkes-Barre Railway Corporation 


Early in March plans were made for the operation of 
the cars in case of interruption by high water. From past 
records a list was made of the various gauge heights at which 
service would be interrupted at the several points on the 
system. Plans were made to substitute buses around the 
flooded area wherever possible, so that service could be main- 
tained to as full an extent as possible. 


The power lines of the company were not damaged by 
the flood, and there was power throughout the flood period. 
As a result service was maintained with the aid of buses as 
planned until the water rose above the heights anticipated, 
when the service was interrupted at several points and the 
cars marooned on the high land through the flooded areas. 
The company loaned a car to the American Red Cross to be 
used as a receiving station at the west end of the Market 
Street bridge, which proved to be very satisfactory as the 
car was heated and lighted by electricity. Another car was 
also loaned to the National Guard to be used as headquarters 
for the guards stationed at that point. 

Upon the subsidence of the water service was resumed 
on all lines of the company almost immediately, as little 
debris or obstructions were lodged on the tracks. As a result, 
the cars having been removed to high ground, it was possible 
to resume all service on all lines as soon as the military and 
civil authorities would permit. 


Street car in use as Red Cross Emergency Hospital 


Pemnsylvama Power and Light Company 


N ANTICIPATION of the flood crisis, Pennsylvania Power & 
Light Company started the machinery for the mobilization 
of several hundred pumping outfits from scattered points 

in its territory and concentrated them at strategic locations; 
gathered hundreds of gas, electric and steam heat repair 
crews; established commissaries at which an army of work- 
ers were fed and housed; placed orders for supplies of repair 
material of a wide variety such as transformers, gas and 
electric meters, miles of wire, tons of cable, hundreds of 
pairs of rubber boots, medicines, foods and countless other 
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Preparing meals to be hastily eaten by Penna. Power 
& Light Co. employees who were on duty 
night and day 


necessary items and arranged for their transportation by 
special train and convoys of motor trucks from New York, 
Philadelphia and many other points and at the same time 
handled hundreds of other details. 


New York Assists 


From New York came an emergency crew from the Con- 
solidated Telegraph and Electrical Subway Company, equip- 
ped with five monster pumping outfits which rendered super- 
human service in pumping water from cellars, gas mains, 
manholes, bank vaults—anywhere and everywhere where their 
service was needed. 


Aid To Telephone Company 

The temporary electric service line to the telephone 
company’s headquarters was hooked up within twenty minutes 
of the time when the company’s own equipment was put out 
of service by the rising water. An estimate of the value of 
this effort, which insured the continuance of telephone service 
throughout the emergency, is incalculable as is also the value 
of the temporary electric line which supplied the power which 
enabled the two local radio broadcasting stations to remain 
in operation and, thereby, keep the public informed not only 
on the progress of the flood, but also on the events of the 
world at large. 


Diligent Labor 

With short respites for hasty meals, over 400 men, and 
women too, of the emergency crews labored unceasingly to- 
ward the goal of restoring service. Doctors and nurses inoc- 
culated the workers and treated minor injuries. Women clerks 
and stenographers assisted in manning the kitchens which 
operated constantly 24 hours per day to provide the men 
with food and coffee. Tons of ice were dumped into manholes 
on the steam heat lines to relieve the men at work in the 
oppressive heat. 

As the waters receded repair efforts for gas customers 
were speeded up even faster. New meters replaced those 
which had been under water. Careful inspections were made 
of all premises for gas leaks. The fact that the entire 
emergency passed without a single explosion is a tribute to 
the efficiency with which the gigantic task was handled. 

Cases of individual service to gas and electric customers 
were many. None, perhaps, is more interesting than the 
furnishing of bottled gas to newspaper establishments where 
typesetting machines were crippled by the shutting off of the 
gas supply. Powered by the bottled gas the newspapers 
were able to put their stories of the flood into type and 
maintain their editions. 
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Inoculating Penna. Power & Light Co. employees 
Bell Telephone 


That first mad overflow of water was warning enough 
to spur the entire telephone crowd to work. When the second 
onslaught struck Wilkes-Barre, Plymouth ‘and Kingston on 
Wednesday, March 18, all that humanly could be done was 
in readiness to keep the floods at bay and telephone service 
intact. Boats were at hand; windows, doorsills and gratings 
were sandbagged; central office equipment was jacked up or 
bodily removed from the basements. The fears were not so 
much for the Wilkes-Barre central office with its basement 
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designed to withstand hydrostatic pressure, but for Plymouth, 
farther down the valley, and for low-lying Kingston. 

That 24-hour headstart was:just enough. All three cen- 
tral offices came through intact, although the telephone crowd 
—girls and men—knew they had been in a scrap! When the 
final toll was taken, 4,700 lines out of 27,884 were out of 
service but, with the central offices saved, ‘Ol’ Man River” 
was licked. 

Before the water arrived, Wilkes-Barre’s coin boxes had 
been visited and the money collected; the Red Cross had been 
equipped with emergency telephones; the fire department’s 
aid had been enlisted to keep ‘the basement pumped out and 
two fire engine pumpers were stationed at the building. 

All the time, as the water rose, it seeped and gushed 
through chinks and fissures under the terrific pressure. But 
despite this, the water was dammed back. The fire engine 
pumpers kept steadily at work. Sweeping gangs, with brooms, 
were organized to push the water to low parts of the base- 
ment where the pumps could suck it up. Sandbags, timbers 
and boards held back the torrent that threatened to rush in. 
At no time did the water get more than three inches deep in 
the ,basement—so valiantly did the men work. Seven inches 
more would have flooded the power panels and halted the 
office. 


Luzerne County Gas & Electric 

A. J. Llewellyn, president of Luzerne County Gas & 
Electric Corporation, in his report of activities of his com- 
pany during the March floods, revealed that Hunlock Station 
was said to be the only utility steam plant on the Susque- 
hanna River to remain in operation during the flood period. 

The sandbags which had withstood the first flood at the 
Kingston office building were again resorted ‘to in the second 
emergency, but by 5 p. m., Wednesday, March 18, the water 
broke through the dikes and entered the first floor. 

Directed by President Llewellyn and R. R. VanHorn, vice- 
president, both in hip boots, important records, ledgers, re- 


ports, payrolls, money and other items were moved to the 


second floor, the employes forming a human chain up the 
steps. Office equipment also was saved. 

The telephone operator, Miss Catherine Williams, re- 
mained at her post, in hip boots, until she was forced to 
leave by the window when the switchboard went out of serv- 
ice. Three telephone lines then were strung through an up- 
stairs window, providing the only communication lines in 
that part of the flood area, aside from those of relief agencies. 

Temporary lines were run from the 2,300-V outdoor bus 
direct to feeders on the street on Thursday afternoon, March 
19, reestablishing service through the Kingston transformer 
bank. The work was done from boats, with water about six 
and one-half feet deep around the transformers. Four feet 
more and the water would have reached the top of the trans- 
formers. : 

All men were on duty about 60 hours without sleep. 
Office employes slept on cots and chairs during the whole 
trying period. Similar experiences were felt at the Plymouth 
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and Hunlock plants. Notices were given to consumers through 
the newspapers that gas had been shut off, and valves and 
cocks should be closed. 


Lehigh Valley Railroad 


Upward of 1,500 persons marooned in the Firwood section 
of South Wilkes-Barre were taken to the Lehigh Valley sta- 
tion in a special two-car train placed at the disposal of the 
Red Cross. 

Refugees were picked up along the embankment from 
Fish’s Island to Buttonwood, where they had been placed by 
Coast Guardsmen and operators of private rowboats, par- 
ticularly Harold Crew of Lawrence Street, Robert Hughes of 
Birch Street, and Arthur Reed and other firemen of No. 7 
Engine house. 


ome 


Refugees at Lehigh Valley Station 


Newspapers and Radio 
Newspapers and radio stations were beams of light that 
cut through the darkness of the days of March 17 to 20 with 
news that kept the public informed of developing circum- 
stances. The radio stations, WBRE and WBAX were on duty 
24 hours a day, flashing word of comfort or warning 
consistently. 
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Edwardsville 


DWARDSVILLE reported the worst flood in its history with 

water extending from the railroad crossing to a point 

a short distance above the borough building at an average 
depth of four feet. 


The entire business section and a good portion of the 
residential district was evacuated by people who were forced 
to leave belongings which were totally destroyed—running 
the damages into many thousands of dollars. Morris Unter- 
berger, furniture and hardware dealer, was the hardest hit 
of the local merchants. His loss was estimated at $50,000. 


Many people who insisted on waiting until the last minute 
to leave their homes were taken out in boats by rescue work- 
ers who in many cases risked their lives to save them. Some 
of the rescue crew who deserve much praise for their work 
were: John Sapulski, Thomas Sloan, Michael Ravinski, and 
Assistant Chief of Police Michael Kravitsky. 


The local athletic field, situated in the Northampton 
Street section, was completely covered, with not as much as 
a board in the fence showing. 


The gas tank along the Narrows road gave many local 
residents a scare when it started to turn over. Workmen 
worked frantically and finally succeeded in stopping the shift. 
These same workers, a few hours later, had to be rescued 
very daringly by Al Williams and Dy Bandish of Kingston. 


Good Work by Firemen 

The fire department can be proud of their work during 
a fire which broke out on Zerbey Avenue. Many of the men 
were forced to swim and at the same time pull the fire hose 
through the cold waters to the fire, a point several hundred 
feet from the borough building, then stand in water five feet 
deep to direct the hose on the blazing structure. Jack Rich- | \\ 
ards and Chief Hugh Jones deserve praise for the way in \\ \ 
which they handled their men. ; 

Soon after the fire was well under control the electric oe: et | 


Zerby Avenue 
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light company turned off all street lamps to enable them to 
carry a heavier load in the home services, leaving the town = 
in total darkness. 
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School Teachers Active ae ; & 

The Jackson Street school building was turned into a ; & 

temporary hospital and hotel for upwards of 300 refugees. << i s| 
The work in the school was in charge of Mrs. Thomas Reese Ey 


and Mrs. Jane Pugh Davis. Some of the women who assisted 
were: Misses Lucy Morgan, Mary Dunn, Rebecca Aubrey, = ; 
Mary Williams, Lurline Miles, and Mrs. Beatrice Hayward. 
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Looking North from Woodward Breaker across Edwardsville Flats 
Photo by Paramount Studios Hl 
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Main Street is unusually free of traffic. The only sign of life is one boat seen in the distance 
= ; Photo by Paramount Studios 


Photo by Alex Rebar 


The children look out from their safe place to the water at the Corner of Zerbey and Hillside Sts. 
Photo by Paramount Studios 
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Forty Fort and Greater Pittston Area 


Forty Fort 

Description of the flood days of 1936 in Forty Fort Bor- 
ough has been ably contributed by Sam A. Boyd, burgess, 
who writes the following: 

“Standing high and dry above the Susquehanna flood 
waters of 1936 Forty Fort played a part that is well known 
to residents of the bordering town of Kingston and flood offi- 
cials of Wyoming Valley. 

“Suffering little property damage, with the exception 
of the North section of the borough above Dennison Street 
and that caused by water backing through sewers, Forty Fort 
was an oasis for flood sufferers. Its people during those hectic 
days performed tasks and deeds that were never recorded, 
but will always be remembered by those benefited. 


“A blast of the borough’s fire whistle called into action 
several hundred Boy Scouts, representing the finest young 
men, who without hesitation left dry, warm homes to assist 
the Red Cross in rehabilitation and rescue work. 


“On that evening when the flood waters rose to peak and 
it seemed inevitable that the high river was going to empty 
tons of cold water into the borough through Water Street, at 
the southern end of the cemetery, Forty Fort firemen, police- 
men, and other citizens armed themselves with picks, shovels 
and other handy tools and built a retaining wall and dike 
across the street. No water passed into the borough from 
the river through Water Street after this wall was completed. 
It was a splendid job performed by splendid men, 


“Forty Fort need not bother, because of its location, to 
prepare for floods, except in sections herein mentioned, but 
its people are always prepared to give assistance to those 
living within striking distance of the rampant waters of a 
swollen Susquehanna.” 


Greater Pittston Area 

Lackawanna River did more damage in the Pittston sec- 
tion than the Susquehanna, although the water rose in the 
latter high enough to close Water Street Bridge, and over: 
flowed on Susquehanna Avenue in West Pittston. 

Fort Jenkins Bridge was kept open, however, and during 
the most hectic period of the flood it provided the sole link 
between the east and west sides of the Valley. Workers, sup- 
ply trucks and businessmen used the bridge to get from the 
back road through Swoyerville, the only longitudinal high- 
way open between upper and lower communities along the 
West Side, and the road between Sebastopol and Inkerman, 


which was the only connection between Wilkes-Barre and 
Pittston. 


The bridge at Falls remained open, but the Sullivan Trail 
highway was blocked at Harding, Manganiello’s Corners, and 
several other points. Carpenter’s Creek covered the highway 
at Exeter Borough with about four feet of water. Laurel 
Line service, though interrupted for a short time, was pro- 
vided by train from Pittston to Midvale, where passengers 
transferred to busses into Wilkes-Barre. 


Greatest damage in the Pittston section came to the 
mines, when waters of the Lackawanna River rushed through 
a cave into workings of the Kehoe-Berge Company, Pittston 
Company, and independent operations. When water had re- 
ceded on the surface full extent of what had happened inside 
the mines became apparent. The runways were hopelessly 
flooded with water, which it was estimated would take a pro- 
hibitive sum to pump, and the mines would be idle for a pro- 
longed time. 


Subsequent appeals to Governor Earle for aid brought 
a governmental loan of $700,000 through the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation, and Federal and State pumps were put 
to work, virtually clearing the mines of water by end of 
the year. 


Lehigh Valley Railroad tracks were inundated and back- 
water seeped into the baggage and boiler rooms at the sta- 
tion, on the east side. 


Pittston Hospital was used as a haven for refugees from 
as far south as Plainsville, in wards on the first and second 
floors. Miss Esther J. Tinsley, superintendent of the hos- 
pital and chairman of the Red Cross nursing division, mobil- 
ized Red Cross nurses of the area. Work of the Red Cross 
was under direction of Thomas Lewis, chairman of disaster 
relief, and William Marth of Wyoming, transportation chair- 
man. 


State and municipal police, firemen, Boy Scouts and WPA 
workers gave valuable assistance to the Red Cross. John D. 
Stark Post, American Legion, donated $100 and offered use 
of the Legion Home for emergency. Roy Stauffer granted 
use of trucks and cars in removing people from their homes. 
Y. M. C. A. and Salvation Army also aided. 


At Fox Hill Place, backwaters of Carpenter’s Creek 
flooded cellars and street, forcing families to flee. Byrd 
Street homes also were flooded. 


Duryea Borough suffered from the Lackawanna River, 
which first overflowed its banks at the great bend near the 
Christian Alliance Church. It eventually swept over the en- 
tire low area, surrounding Town Hall, Cooper Street and Tow 
Path Court. 


Looking South from Montgomery Avenue 
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Photo by R. Chubb 


Rear of Fox Hill Place 


. Photo by R. Chubb 
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Fox Hill Place, Exeter 


Photo by R. Chubb 
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Photo by Rauduve 


Looking up Susquehanna Avenue at the Corner of Montgomery Avenue. West Pittston 
Photo by R. Chubb 


Susquehanna Avenue, West Pittston, looking South 
Photo by Rauduve 
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Below Falls, near Sullivan Trail, looking 
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Photo by R. Chubb 


Photo by Rauduve 


The Pennsylvania Railroad Station Broadway crossing was well under water 
Photo by Alexander Studios Photo by Alexander Studios 


The Floods In Nanticoke Drs. J. Harold Beckley, Joseph G. Seletski and R. D. 


Martin volunteered their services to care for the sick in the 
One hundred and twenty-five families from the flood area flooded area. Blankets and other supplies were offered by 


extending from West Nanticoke to Hunlock Gardens were William D. Jenkins of the Leader Store. Miss Florence 


forced to evacuate their homes as rising waters engulfed ‘ : ; : ; 
them. Although no homes were swept away, several garages Myewski, Anna Koscinski and Anna Walski were in charge 


were swept down stream by the terrific current and chicken of the various schools to which refugees were being taken. 
coops by the score were buffeted in the swirling waters. 


An occupant of one of the homes on the west bank of 
the Susquehanna near West Nanticoke was forcefully eject- 
ed from his home as the waters crept into it Wednesday night, 
March 18. Seven men used their strength to evict him, while 

‘a score of others tied the dwelling down with ropes lest it be 
swept away. 

About 105 Nanticoke firemen, Battery A 109th Field Ar- 
tillery, Legionnaires, Red Cross workers and others were en- 
gaged in rescue work the morning of March 19th. Fire Chief 
Percy L. Jones was in charge of firemen, Captain Kausten- 
bauder was in charge of the National Guardsmen, and D. S. 
Pensyl directed Red Cross Relief on the Nanticoke side of 
the water. Mayor Evan J. Williams remained on the scene 
most of the night directing relief. 

Considerable difficulty was experienced Wednesday night 
in the launching of a Coast Guard cutter due to the railroad 
tracks being flooded, but Thursday morning it was busy ply- 
ing between Avondale and Hunlock Gardens. However, by 
Thursday night it was impossible for it to buck the current 
so the cutter was tied up at Hunlock Gardens. 
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View of the rear of Canal Street The camera pictures a scene along Main Highway. 
Photo by Alexander Studios Photo by Alexander Studios 
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At the time this picture was taken, boats rather than trains had right of way at Broadway Crossing 
Photo by Alexander Studios 


| The Freight Yards and Pennsylvania Railroad Station had their trouble with flood waters too 
x Photo by Alexander Studios 
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A group of people on North Poplar Street appear very much interested in the truck 
Photo by Alexander Studios 
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section view showing the water on Allen, Houseman and Main Highway 
Photo by Alexander Studios 


ant 984 “gay et 
$e Ft 


Photo by Alexander Studios 
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amera pictures Lower Canal Street as it appeared during the flood 
Photo by Alexander Studios 
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Shawnee Meets An Emergency 


Plymouth Borough suffered a telling blow in the floods 
of March, 1936. Though no lives were lost during the inun- 
dation, shock and exposure from contact with the flood re- 
sulted inwseveral deaths after the waters finally resumed their 
natural channel. 


Loss in property to residents of the borough was esti- 
mated at more than $1,000,000. Principal business section 
along Main Street from Bull Run Crossing to Coal Street was 
inundated, as was every part of the lowland. 


American Legion is Equipped 
Owing to the foresight of members of Shawnee Post 463, 
American Legion, and other residents who were familiar 
enough with river fluctuations, it was seen as spring ap- 
proached a great flood was imminent. The Legion Post pre- 
pared for its duty during a flood, and was organized when 
it came. 


Kenneth J. Guest, chairman of the American Legion 
flood committee, was in charge of the Legion’s work of evacu- 
ating marooned families. Boats were manned by volunteers. 
Headquarters were established in Town Hall and relief to the 
suffering flood victims was provided. Alliance Hall was fin- 
ally evacuated as a relief station, and churches were opened 
to refugees. 


Schools and Churches Used 


Vine Street School was used for residents of the upper 
end of the borough who had to leave their homes. Franklin 
Street Building housed those from the lower end, and Central 
school was drafted into service as a hospital when all traffic 
arteries to other hospitals were cut off. School teachers and. 
Red Cross nurses worked under direction of Burton A. Weil, 
Red Cross medical director, and his staff. Innoculations were 
given after the flood as a precaution against epidemic. 


The refugees were fed by women of Franklin Street 
Primitive Methodist Church, supervised by Mrs. William 
Lewis, and by women of Pilgrim Congregational Church, un- 
der supervision of Mrs. William Brace. Assisting were women 
of the Civic Club and other churches. Volunteer workers 
were fed at Town Hall by another group of women headed by 
Mrs. Jennie Jenkins. 


Uniformed Groups Co-operate 

Boy Scouts and militia aided materially in the thousand 
odd details which came up. Battery C, 109th Field Artillery, 
commanded by Cap. George Bisher, was on duty for two 
weeks. Emergency hospital cases were rushed to Nesbitt 
Memorial Hospital so long as the Narrows Road remained 
open. Major Harry Carey commanded a platoon of 109th 
Infantry from Scranton, and cooperated with Battery C and 
Plymouth and Larksville police. The Scouts served as cour- 
iers after telephone communication was cut off, working out 
of headquarters in Town Hall. 


The three fire companies patrolled flood areas during the 
inundation and aided in cleaning the debris from streets and 
pumping out cellars when the flood ceased. 


Relief and Rehabilitation 


Relief was directed by Richard J. Brace, and when tele- 
phones went out of order, headquarters were moved to the 
residence of Lawrence Evans, West Shawnee Avenue, the 
borough telephone number was changed, and work continued 
from there for several days without public knowledge. 


As an aftermath, a campaign for funds brought relief 
for many who would otherwise have fallen upon other relief 
agencies. The drive was headed by Attorney Harry L. Free- 
man and Mrs. John Q. Mask. Clothing was contributed by 
women working out of Red Cross headquarters, and super- 
vised by Mrs. C, C. Groblewski and Mrs. Ralph Worthington. 
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View of the flood waters on Main Street, looking East 
Photo by Paramount Studio 
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This house on Plymouth Flats was badly damaged by the raging Susquehanna 
Photo by Paramount Studio 
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These boys seem to enjoy wading on Eno Street 
Photo by Paramount Studio 


A scene from Narrows Highway showing Green Bridge and Lyndwood 
Photo by Paramount Studio 
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Hip boots are very much the vogue in this view of East Main St., looking West 
Photo by Paramount Studio 
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Much damage was done by the flood water to property along Avondale Highway 
Photo by Paramount Studio 


The water reached high on the first floors of these houses on Bead Street 
Photo by Paramount Studio 
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Removing an invalid from his home on 
West Main Street proto by Paramount Studio 


The situation was 


critical in this scene on River St. 
Photo by Paramount Studio 
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Cars on Plymouth Flats 


Photo by Rauduve 


out of service 
Photo by Paramount Studio 


These stores along Main Street were in no position to attend to their regular business 
Photo by M. J. Bochnik 


This picture shows the flood water on Church Street, looking East Photo by Mug. Boeken 


Enjoying a boat ride on Eno Street 


Photo by M. J. Bochnik 
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Another scene showing the flood waters on Avondale Highway 


Photo by Paramount Studio 


Youngsters on Willow Street enjoy a novel experience 
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Photo by Paramount Studio 
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